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“As names have 

power, words have 

power. Words can 

light fires in the 

minds of men. 

Words can wring 

tears from the 

hardest hearts.” 

-Patrick Rothfuss 

Nyack Writing Center’s Finals Week Hours 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  

11am-8pm 11am-

8pm 

11am-

5pm 
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8pm 

1pm-5pm         

(on-call only) 

Closed Rock-

10am-8pm 10am-

8pm 

10am-

8pm 

10am-

8pm 

10am-8pm 10am-8pm Man-

Students Serviced by Major 

Schedule an appointment  

at the Manhattan Writing Center.  

 

Summer hours: 

Monday– Thursday: 11am-6pm 

Need Summer Help? 



R E S E A R C H  P A P E R S :  W R I T I N G  A S  D I S C O V E R Y  

purpose, and that purpose is 

not to torture the students to 

whom they are assigned. 

That purpose is to let us, the 

students, run wild with the 

process of discovery; to learn 

something we had never 

learned before, something 

perhaps we had never been 

exposed to in our previous 

experience, and perhaps 

something we would never 

have had the inclination or 

time to learn for ourselves. 

This process of discovery can 

help us dream. 

    Many times this process of 

discovery is given the oppor-

tunity to be even more enjoy-

able by professors allowing 

students to choose their own 

topics for research papers. 

This choice can catapult us 

into a place we specifically 

need to be if we are serious 

about getting an education: 

our favorite section of the 

library filled with our favorite 

authors. Research papers are 

supposed to allow our curiosi-

ty to run wild; we can ask 

questions, research, and find 

the answers. However, this 

takes time. We need to be 

willing to sit with our papers 

and projects, to invest the 

time and allow the infor-

mation and ideas we re-

search to change ourselves 

as well as the words we write. 

    Sometimes, however,  

professors assign specific 

topics to us. This can be  

frustrating, especially if it is 

not our area of expertise. We 

can either see this as a   

frustrating and impossible 

situation, or we can see it as 

an opportunity to study    

outside the comfort of our 

discipline. Studying outside 

one’s discipline is one of the 

most valuable places a    

college student can spend 

their time, because it gives 

us a wildly different perspec-

tive on life. The world needs 

well-rounded people: doctors 

who read Shakespeare,   

English teachers who keep 

up with NASA, and chemists 

who read books on Social 

Work. We become better 

people when we  see outside 

ourselves and our disciplines 

of study. It is through this 

that we begin to realize the 

importance of other things. 

When we stop viewing re-

search papers as a chore and 

start viewing them as an act 

of discovery, both for our-

selves and for our world, they 

become a gift to us. All we 

need to do is to change our 

perspective, ask questions, 

research and answer them, 

and engage in this process of 

personal transformation 

through writing. Live wild and 

curious, my fellow writers.  

    I sit down to the computer, 

take a swig of coffee, and 

begin furiously typing. This 

eleven-page research paper 

was assigned two months 

ago. It’s due in two hours, 

and I started T-Minus two 

minutes ago. My thoughts are 

running together, along with 

the Twitter feed I’m updating 

and my roommate’s Justin 

Bieber playlist. My research 

consists of two sources I 

stumbled upon after an ex-

tensive thirty-second Google 

search. “Dwayne’s History 

Trivia” is a scholarly source, 

right? I feel miserable and 

embarrassed; my personal 

habits have turned what 

should have been a beautiful 

experience of learning into a 

jagged-toothed monster of 

embarrassment that is going 

to snack on my G.P.A. in T-

Minus an hour and fifty-eight 

minutes. My personal      

decisions are regrettable. 

   This is an extreme scenario, 

but a scenario that most of 

us have been familiar with at 

some point or another in our 

college experience. This level 

of procrastination will almost 

certainly affect our grades, 

but it affects something 

deeper than whether or not 

we receive an “A” or “B” on 

the assignment:: it affects 

whether or not we will learn 

anything from the process of 

writing a research paper. 

Research papers have a  
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-Kassie Neumann, RC 

“You may 

delay, but 

time will not” 
 

-Benjamin Franklin 

  Don’t procrastinate—come                                    to the Writing Center! 

Any writing 



     As I prepare to graduate 

this coming May, I am begin-

ning to reflect on my many 

experiences as a student of 

Nyack College. Among these 

experiences is my employ-

ment at the Nyack College 

Writing Center. I began   

working at the Center as a 

Program Assistant during my 

sophomore year. For those of 

you who are unfamiliar with 

this position, I can describe it 

in the most general terms as 

a secretarial job. I created 

forms, charts, and schedules 

and helped students make 

appointments when they 

walked in or called. 

     During my time as       

Program Assistant, I was able 

to get to know the people of 

the center and to gradually 

immerse myself in the envi-

ronment I found there. This 

environment was unlike any 

other I had worked in before. 

There was a combination of 

strict professionalism and 

abundant positivity displayed 

by the staff members that 

gave the office itself a feeling 

of academic excellence   

combined with godly encour-

agement. To elaborate on the 

latter, I had never worked 

with so many other believers 

in Christ. The job was an  

adjustment for me, but it was 

one for better. As I began to 

become a part of my new 

environment, I began to learn 

valuable lessons about    

professionalism, clear and 

academic communication 

through writing, faith, and 

blessing others with the gifts 

God has given me. 

     After one semester as a 

Program Assistant, I was able 

to switch roles and become 

an Undergraduate Writing 

Consultant, the job that I 

really wanted. As a Writing 

Consultant, I began to meet 

with students one-on-one in 

50 minute sessions during 

which I assisted them with 

their writing assignments. 

There was a whole new set of 

lessons that came along with 

this new position. These new 

lessons were mostly about 

working and communicating 

with several different types of 

people, why different people 

made different errors in   

writing, and what kind of 

instruction or help different 

people would respond to 

best. 

     I cannot stress enough the 

value of working for the   

Writing Center. People often 

see the consultant’s job as 

one of teaching, but there is 

an incredible amount of 

learning that the consultants 

do as well. Of course, consult-

ants learn many things in the 

area of academic writing, and 

in helping students to      

improve in their writing.   

However, there is more to 

this than meets the eye:  

consultants learn the Christ-

like act of giving. They give of 

their time, their talents, their 

knowledge, their energy, and 

their patience. During my 

time at the center, I believe 

that I have become not only a 

better consultant, but also a 

more gracious, understand-

ing person. I attribute this to 

the Center’s emphasis on 

putting the needs of others 

first, and on living at peace 

with others in a community of 

believers. 

     The Writing Center is not 

just a place of work. It is a 

small community that      

welcomes the people who 

come through its doors with a 

genuine desire to both help 

them and challenge them to 

be better. This applies to 

both clients and employees. 

If you ever have the privilege 

of working at the Center it will 

challenge you personally, 

professionally, and spiritually 

while exposing you to an  

environment where Christian 

faith is lived out through  

academic assistance and 

true servant leadership. As I 

have, you will leave the    

experience changed.  

T H E  V A L U E  O F  W O R K I N G  A T  T H E  W R I T I N G  C E N T E R  
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-Michaela Decker, RC 

  Don’t procrastinate—come                                    to the Writing Center! 

and 



L A T E S T  F R O M  N C W C  O N L I N E  

     As classes move from the classroom to the internet, 

the Writing Center is hard at work to meet you there too. 

For starters, we have our first fully-online Writing Con-

sultant for remote and commuter students, with more on 

the way. We are also hard at work to create an 

Edvance360 community page full of resources for    

students and professors to refer to. Whether you need to 

put together a one-page summary or that senior thesis, 

we are here to give you the feedback and guidance at 

any stage of the writing process.       

Though the center is   moving online, our core values still 

remain the same. At the center, we are committed to 

your growth in all stages of the writing process in any 

     I spoke with a student who 

completed her undergraduate 

studies at Nyack College about 

my study of theology at Alliance 

Theological Seminary, and her 

response was “that’s huge.” 

When I first began my educa-

tion in theology at Alliance 

Theological Seminary, one of 

the courses that I took was 

Systematic Theology I. In    

Systematic Theology I, I was 

introduced to the idea of    

theology being a science. It is 

my personal opinion that ap-

proaching the study of theology 

as a science can be a first step 

in studying God as a science. 

Science involves critical    

thinking, as the discipline of 

theology requires critical   

thinking. One’s writing in    

theology also has to reflect 

critical thinking. One cannot 

simply regurgitate the 

thoughts, ideas, and doctrinal 

positions of the theologians 

that one interacts with 

through the various reading             

assignments. 

     When thinking critically 

about theology, one has to 

ask questions of the theologi-

cal text, analyze, and then     

synthesize the information. 

Questioning, analyzing, and 

synthesizing the information 

one is interacting with is  

engaging in critical thinking 

about theology. Do not be 

afraid to challenge the long-

held beliefs of theologians, 

using the scripture as a 

guide. Look for gaps in the 

reasoning of the theologian 

or theological position you 

are studying based on a faith-

ful adherence to the Biblical 

text. The theological position 

you are considering may be 

inadequate or not fully     

developed, or may not hold up 

when examined from  other 

biblical angles. 

     Remember not to preach on 

paper when you are writing in 

theology. Professors want to see 

the evidence of your critical 

thinking and higher levels of 

theological thought. Feel free to 

argue with the theologian on 

paper, utilizing other sources of 

authority on the subject.  Syn-

thesize the thoughts of   differ-

ent theologians on the issue 

that you are writing about. Use 

the understanding of other bibli-

cal scholars to undermine and 

counteract the strongly-held 

position of a theologian. Discuss 

the biblical implications or   

identify biblical assumptions 

within a specific theological 

interpretation. Be challenged to 

approach theology as a science 

and to examine the areas of 

S T U D Y I N G  G O D  A S  A  S C I E N C E  A N D  T H I N K I N G  

C R I T I C A L L Y  A B O U T  T H E O L O G Y   
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-Makeda Charles, MC 

theology critically, which will 

be reflected in one’s theologi-

cal writing and will expand 

one’s thinking during the 

course of one’s theological 

education. In attempting to 

study God as a science and 

think critically about God, ask-

ing the right questions about 

God and the theological text 

can allow one to come to a 

deeper understanding of God 

throughout the    process of 

one’s theological education at 

Nyack College, on an under-

graduate or graduate level.  

Continued on next page 



discipline, empowering you to 

take full command of your 

writing. At the Nyack College 

Writing Center, we believe 

each student has their own 

unique process and mindset. 

Whether you are an online or 

on-campus student, the   

Writing Center is here to help 

you write with your own voice. 

     In the Writing Center, we 

believe that any student can 

become a strong writer. Our 

online community is built to 

provide guides for all levels of 

writing. Either we have the 

information you need or we 

can point you to the tools 

that best serve the develop-

ment of your writing skills. 

Our Edvance360 page will 

feature guides for formatting, 

research, brainstorming, and 

any other questions or chal-

lenges you might have during 

the writing process. Any   

additional needs can be met 

by one of our consultants,    

in-house or online. 

     If you attend classes   

remotely or commute to 

school, you will be able to 

make appointments to meet 

online with one of our con-

sultants. They are trained to 

give you the same quality of 

service as in a live consulta-

tion, providing clear feedback 

for all the work you bring. 

While we are not an editing 

service, we will walk with you 

during each session through 

all of your work to provide 

detailed, specific suggestions 

in each session. 

     No matter what kind of 

student you are, the Nyack 

College Writing Center is 

ready to meet you where you 

are.  Our staff is trained to 

support writing in all stages 

and forms for any discipline 

you are currently a student 

in. So come to us with your 

drafts, your homework, even 

your presentations. We look 

forward to walking with you in 

this stage of your written 

journey. 

work, psychology, and education. 

Chicago Manual of Style, or CMS, 

may be an unfamiliar format to 

undergraduate students. It is 

used in humanities, mainly   

advanced segments of literature 

or history such as theology and 

anthropology. 

     The main differentiation 

among these styles is how refer-

ences to source materials are 

displayed, such as in works cited 

pages and in-text citations. Other 

differences include headings, 

the absence or addition of title 

pages, and stylistic presentation. 

Oftentimes, the difficulty in   

writing a paper in a discipline 

outside of one's major is due 

more to the change in formatting 

than the shift in subject focus.  

 

     Across all majors and      

disciplines, writing is one of the 

single most important functions 

used in both learning and    

displaying knowledge. The style 

of writing, however, can differ. 

Essays, research papers, sum-

maries and reports all utilize 

writing, but for various purposes 

and in various formats. 

     Modern Language Associa-

tion, or MLA, style is generally 

the most recognizable format 

that students feel comfortable 

with. It is used in humanities 

disciplines, mainly English and 

the arts. American Psychological 

Association, or APA, style can be 

a bit more complex but is used 

widely by many students. It is 

used in the social science disci-

plines such as medicine, social 

     Students who are taking 

interdisciplinary courses may 

find themselves confused not 

only on the technical formatting 

of their papers, but also on the 

technique and purpose of writ-

ing a paper that is different than 

one which they would normally 

write. For example, a theological 

research paper, a personal 

memoir, and a lab report are 

going to be vastly different in 

the way they are composed and 

read. Not only does the subject 

matter change, but the ex-

pected vocabulary, syntax, and 

overall method do as well. This 

can be frustrating for students 

who have been trained to write 

in a specific way and now have 

to write a paper in a different 

style. 

T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  F O R M A T S  
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-Jason Lee, RC 

Continued from previous page 

     The advantages of interdisci-

plinary writing, however, are 

both academic and realistic. 

Being able to write with scholarly 

knowledge, creative eloquence, 

and pragmatic objectivity in the 

differing formats helps to breed 

versatility and flexibility. A    

nursing student who can write a 

subjective argumentative paper 

on a philosophical subject will 

learn to stretch their mind in 

thinking beyond set limitations, 

and an English student who can 

write a biology lab summary will 

learn to focus on important facts 

and get their point across in a 

succinct manner. Students 

should be encouraged to write 

papers on subjects and in styles 

that are outside their comfort 

zone.  

-Kelsi Collins, RC 

Need citation 

help? 

 

Go to  https://

owl.english.purdu

e.edu/owl/

section/1/ for 

style guides and 

other writing 

help resources!  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/


     Writing a Research Paper 

is like baking a cake. To bake 

a cake, one needs all the 

ingredients: flour, sugar, 

eggs, etc. These ingredients 

must be measured to the 

appropriate ratio and the 

whole concoction must be 

baked at a specific tempera-

ture for an appropriate 

amount of time. This is    

common knowledge. Most of 

us are capable of creating at 

least a standard box cake. 

is unwieldy, unattractive and 

unsavory.  Let us examine 

some specific non-examples 

of Research Paper writing in 

keeping with the cake-baking 

analogy. 

    When we conduct research 

and gather primary and   

secondary sources, this is 

similar to going to the grocery 

store and buying ingredients 

for a cake. Are our sources 

relevant? If you are making a 

     Once all the ingredients 

are at home on the counter, 

it is time to measure them 

out and make sure not to 

forget anything. This measur-

ing process in writing is when 

we make decisions about our 

thesis. Our thesis is what 

type of cake we are going to 

make, whether that be choc-

olate or carrot or angel food 

cake. The type of cake has to 

do with what ingredients are 

available to us as well as our 

chocolate cake, you won’t go 

out and purchase an ingredi-

ent that is not in the recipe 

(fish, perhaps). Consumers 

make informed decisions by 

reading the packaging labels. 

In the same way, skimming 

through the abstracts of 

scholarly articles is a great 

way to make informed     

preliminary decisions. This 

will ensure that both the  

relevance and quality of our 

sources are of the highest 

degree. 

     What would happen if one 

tried to take short cuts in the 

cake-baking process? What if 

they just took some flour and 

eggs and threw them into a 

pan without even cracking 

the eggs first?  One can only 

imagine, the results would be 

horrific. Yet this is the meth-

od to which we all too often 

resort when crafting assign-

ments. Our efforts are 

rushed, sloppy... at best, 

uninformed. Our final product 

T H E  H A L F - B A K E D  R E S E A R C H  P A P E R  
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Writing Center consultant is a 

great resource for this stage 

in the writing process. You 

might start out with the   in-

tention to make a vanilla pud-

ding cake. You open the cabi-

net and find a bunch of choc-

olate chips. Well, this ingredi-

ent compliments your recipe 

and even makes it better, so 

go for it!   

     Once you measure out 

your ingredients, it is time to 

mix them all together to   cre-

ate a well-blended batter. In 

order to mix your batter, you 

require synthesization and 

considerable evaluation of 

sources. In my experience I 

have come across many  re-

search papers where the 

sources are not synthesized — 

these papers are really a 

bunch of expanded notes 

written in the order of expo-

sure to each source. Imagine 

biting into a piece of cake and 

realizing that the batter was 

not mixed will. There is all 

flour in one mouthful and 

then a clump of salt or     bak-

ing powder in the next. Gross. 

     Lastly, the cake must be 

baked. There is no getting 

around this: baking just takes 

time. If you are last-minute 

you will wind up with a half-

baked cake. Most of us would 

not present a half-baked cake 

to our worst enemy; how 

much less should we settle 

for half-baked research    

papers? 

-Grace Anger, RC 

cooking ability and how com-

plex the recipe is. 

     One great way to measure 

out the ingredients of a   re-

search paper is to make an 

annotated bibliography of all 

the sources. Write a few  

sentences about the main 

ideas of each source. Let 

your thesis be shaped by your 

research. Then use a graphic 

organizer to map your ideas, 

find transitions and connec-

tions and trace patterns. Your 


