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How The Writing Center 
begins 2014

• • • by Kirene Ramesar  
The Writing Center never welcomes the 

outset of a new semester with consultants 
mechanically returning to their desks to consult 
with students. We are not machines who merely 
come into the center on the first day of school, 
eject “Good morning” to each other, and then 
robotically sit to attend to writing center work. 
No, my friends. This Writing Center is not a 
cold, lifeless, static operation. 

Before opening up The Writing Center to 
Nyack College students at the beginning of a 
semester, the entire staff customarily meets for 

training. This is what we did in January 
2014. The Writing Center’s administrative 
staff of both Nyack and Manhattan 
campuses came together to present on 
various aspects of our operation services, 
engaging all staff in the process to ensure 
learning and progress. Policies and 
procedures of The Writing Center were 
reinforced, documentation formats were 
revisited, and effective consultant 
approaches were covered. 

This training really served to continue 
pursuing unity, whetting our skills, and 
improving our operations, so that we as a 
team will always prioritize on excellent 
service to the students of Nyack College. 
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 Administrative staff of The 
Writing Center gather for 
staff training in January 
2014 at Nyack College 

Manhattan 
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1. Lauren Burke, Junior, Psychology 

I went to The Writing Center for a 
Christian Thought paper and received 
help with grammar and how to think 
through sentences, so that they make 

sense even when read out loud. 

2. Sade Whyte, Senior, Social 
Work & Psychology 

Don’t let this be you!

Brainstorming, a Crucial Point 
in the Writing Process

• • •
by Elisabeth Scheffel, Sarah Yim, Pierce 

VanDunk, Rebekah Carroll, Nora Anthony, 
Jessica Hannon, Joshua Ortiz, and Kirene 

Ramesar 
The Writing Center’s focus is to help 

students become better writers. Simple and 
obvious as this statement is, it is true. Yet, it is 
important to supplement this statement, so as to 
eliminate any potential ambiguities. Helping 
students become better writers does not mean 
that The Writing Center is merely limited to 
papers, to improving them, and sharpening 
them. Our aim extends to the students 
themselves, improving and sharpening their 
writing skills to yield growing student writers. To 
achieve this aim The Writing Center renders 
several services to Nyack College students that 
can improve their writing process, rather than 
solely their writing assignments. 

The varying services that The Writing 
Center offers range from Outline and Thesis, 
Research and Citation to Grammar and Syntax, 
and more. We would like to focus on one area 
that is as equally important as all our service 
levels offered: brainstorming. This is because 
brainstorming is foundational; it is a good 
foundation for laying out ideas that can be used 
to build substantial written projects. 

Students say things like “I don’t know 
what to write about!” “I don’t know what my 
thesis should be.” “I have an idea for a topic but 
I don’t know how to talk about it in 5 pages!” 
Yes, be at peace, all this “not knowing” and “not 
having all the knowledge” are normally 
experienced when starting a paper. And this is 
okay! The best or poorest writers struggle with 
knowing everything - and I mean every single 
thing - they’re going to say from the onset of a 
written work.

This problem therefore warrants 
brainstorming, which is having discussions with 
one or more persons to produce ideas and solve 
problems. Whether stuck at the start, middle, or 
end of a paper, needing new ideas and 
additional information, any student can come to 
The Writing Center and meet with any of our 
undergraduate and graduate consultants to 
surmount their writer’s block - which is being 
unable to think of what and how to write. The 
following are different approaches to 
brainstorming that some of some of our 
consultants have employed in sessions. Read 
them and learn the power of discussion, 
interaction, and feedback for stimulating new 
and additional ideas for your papers.

“The student and I talk and think more 
than write. We figure out what topic they want to 
write on, their working thesis, and sub-points for 
the body. I then advise researching the topic to  

Continued on page 4

Don’t procrastinate.
Come to The Writing Center!

Around Campus in Nyack

I received help at The Writing Center with 
grammar, outlining, and flow. To this day, I 

still use these tips in writing my 
assignments. 
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1. German Erick Alvarado, 
Sophomore, Criminal Justice 
Work

 

Read because you want to 
...

Not because you have to 

Read quality material habitually and 
willingly, 

and your writing will grow consciously 
and subconsciously 

Around Campus in Manhattan 3

Rebekah Carroll teaches English in 
the Middle East

• • • by Rebekah Carroll  
Arabic highly prizes rhetoricism and 

verbosity. An Arab can never repeat himself or 
herself too much. Understanding the cultural 
roots of the language was the key to teaching 
English. I presented the Western side, explaining 
how English values conciseness and clarity. 
What an Arab might consider insulting brevity, 
an American sees as “getting to the point.” With 
patience and an exchange of learning, my class 
became a journey for both my students and me.

Kathleen O’Sullivan’s and Pierce 
VanDunk’s experiences in Israel

• • • by Kathleen O’Sullivan 

When I think of Israel, a desert image 
comes to mind: a dry, barren landscape with 
cliffs and canyons, all various shades of brown. 
Let’s be honest: many people probably imagine 
the same too. However, the Israel I encountered 
this winter went far beyond that. In the winter 
time, the lemon trees are laden with fruit, yellow 
roses bloom in Jerusalem, and forests are lush 
and verdant. So many adventures I can mention 
- from camping, riding camels and donkeys, and 
drinking water from springs. All of it was truly 
an amazing experience!

• • • by Pierce VanDunk   
In January 2014, I along with some 

students and faculty of Nyack College went on 
a Global Service Learning (GSL) trip to Israel 
for twelve days. The primary purpose of the trip 
was to learn about the Holy Lands, which were 
very inspiring to witness after having learned so 
much about them from scripture. 

I also appreciated that social justice was 
the running theme throughout the lectures given 
at the sites. With this as the theme, the trip 
placed much emphasis on the scriptural 
message of helping marginalized and 
disenfranchised people, a lifestyle Jesus Himself 
lived while on earth. 

Reflecting on it all, I see that I was not only 
educated on Israel’s geography, history, and 
culture: I also encountered God in new ways, 
and because of this I will never forget this trip to 
Israel. 

Emily Wellman’s trips to 
Dominican Republic & Mexico

• • • by Emily Wellman   
Over the past year, I was blessed with the 

opportunity to go on four trips totaling eight 
weeks abroad in Mexico and Dominican 
Republic. 

In Mexico, we Nyack students went into 
the jungle of the Yucatan Penninsula. We 
worked to build a community center organized 
by the church to offer education and hospitality 
in the area. We also led community outreach in 
remote villages. 

While there, we had the opportunity to 
work alongside missionaries by cooking with the 
Mayan community, learning the art of weaving 
a hammock, and loving the precious babies. 
Having been on many trips abroad, I am still 
amazed by the great love these people show to 
each other and to us. They are truly walking 
examples of the gospel in the humblest of 
circumstances. 

Above: Rebekah Carroll in 
Jordan, teaching English 

Above: Kathleen and Pierce in 
Israel during Winterim 2014

Above: Emily (on the extreme left) and 
more Nyack College students in 

Mexico

Writing Consultants Travel Abroad 

The Writing Center has helped me improve 
in grammar, sentence structure, and 

citations for MLA format. I am grateful for 
this because I wanted to pass mediocrity 

and write like a college student. 



see if the working thesis is supportable. I 
encourage scheduling another 
appointment after doing research so that 
we can start outlining the paper.” Pierce 
VanDunk, undergraduate consultant, 
Nyack campus.

“I usually ask students a series of 
questions that span from broad to narrow, 
general to specific. This gives them ideas 
to explore through research. 
Brainstorming is like walking down a 
hallway with the student, opening a series 
of doors with them. Each door leads to 
potential. One door could lead to 
researching statistics, another to 
researching moral and ethical issues.” 
Rebekah Carroll, undergraduate 
consultant, Nyack campus. 

“I would ask questions on their 
knowledge of the subject and the different 
resources they’ve used so far. I then ask 
them more detailed questions about 
arguments and issues pertinent to the 
subject. This helps them better grasp what 
their focus should be on for their paper.” 
Nora Anthony, undergraduate consultant, 
Nyack campus.

“First, I dialogue with students to 
ascertain where their interests lie. I then 
help them develop a position on the 
topic(s) considered. I direct them to 
library resources, stressing that it is better 

to spend 90% of their time researching to 
get ideas and 10% writing, than 10% of 
the time researching while struggling to 
find and articulate ideas.” Jessica 
Hannon, undergraduate consultant, 
Nyack campus.

“Sometimes students think we’re 
merely talking, until I show them the 
connection between our discussion and 
the targeted end. During our discussion, I 
see it important that students write out 
ideas that materialize, so that they feel 
accomplished about producing something 
to work on further at home. If students are 
visual, we draw boxes to represent 
different categories for research. This is 
usually an exercise in 
compartmentalization, which we use to 
discuss connections between parts. Last 
but not least, I always encourage students 
to be well-read on their topic through 
more research and reading. This is to 
reduce one-dimensional ideas that lack 
thoughtful consideration of various 
aspects of their topic.” Joshua Ortiz, 
graduate consultant, Nyack campus. 

From reading all these, note that 
one mind can only go so far, but the 
perspectives of two or more minds can 
achieve even greater progress. Do not 
limit your paper to only your mind and 
thoughts. Seek feedback from and 
discussions with trained consultants who 
can guide you out of your writer’s block. 

Know Your Graduate 
Consultant

Rita Enwezor, MA 
Divinity, Bible, and 

Theology

1. What is your greatest reward of 
working at The Writing Center?

2. What brief writing advice can 
you share?

3. What is your writing center pet 
peeve?

4. What is your favorite word to 
use in essays? Why?

How The Writing Center Nyack 
closed Fall 2013

Take a look at the closing Christmas Breakfast & 
Training for Nyack!

Want to work with her?
Stop by at The Writing Center,

Manhattan
Mon, Wed, Fri: 

2pm-8pm, 10am-2pm, 2pm-6pm
respectively

1. Witnessing students progressively 
hone thought processes like 
brainstorming & critical thinking. 

2. Be prepared to develop drafts 
through wide reading & research of 
topic. 

3. Copying & pasting incoherent 
thoughts rather than formulating 
original sentences that are 
grammatically consistent. 

4. “Consequently,” because it shows 
understanding of its antecedent. 

How The Writing Center Manhattan 
ended 2013 & began 2014
Take a look at the year-end and year-opening 

Trainings for Manhattan!
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2014, A New Year Ushers in 
Our New Consultants 

• • • by Kirene Ramesar  
When applying to jobs, we do not find it 

untypical to remember the process of completing 
applications, being interviewed, being interviewed 
again, and finally, receiving the decision.

As of 2014, this process is now over for The Writing 
Center’s new staff. We are pleased to welcome them 
into a team of people who are passionate about 
helping the students of Nyack college grow as 
student writers. Among the new faces above, five 
new consultants come from our Nyack campus (RC) 
and four from our Manhattan campus (MC). 

Our four new undergraduate consultants 

and staff (starting from top left to right, row by 
row) are Rachel Kunker (Intercultural Studies/
RC), Melanie Cho (Childhood Education/MC), 
Julia McDougall (Business Administration/MC), 
and Michaela Decker (English/RC). Our five 
new graduate consultants are Nanette Robinson 
(MA in Biblical Literature and Old Testament/

RC), Sean Muldowney (MA Divinity in Church 
Development and Old Testament/RC), Christian 
Costeines (MA Divinity in Bible and Theology 
New Testament/MC), Jason Lee (MA Divinity 
Bible & Theology, Greek Concentration/RC), 
and Matthitya Joseph (MA Mental Health/MC).          
	 With such diverse education, 
experiences, skills, and individualities to offer to 
The Writing Center team, our new staff will 
surely add excellence and value to our service 
to Nyack College students. 
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1. Ka Lai (Florence) Ho 

The Writing Center has always 
helped me to be insightful and to 

think outside of the box. 

2. Lindza Lubin, Senior, 
Psychology with a minor in 
Social Work

Around Campus in 
Manhattan

The Writing Center has helped me 
improve my writing, especially since 

English is not my first language. 



What Are You Reading?

Where? Hilltop 
Who? These students

What? The Spring 2014 play:

Directed by Dr. Kevin Pinkham

When?
Fri & Sat Apr 4th, 5th, 11th, 12th

Sun Apr 6th & 13th 
: 7pm
: 4pm
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Come one, Come all!

1. What scholarly book or article are you currently reading?
“After Lives: A Guide to Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory” by 
John Casey. We read this in my class. Each time I teach this 
class, I choose three books that I myself have never read so 
that we can discover new materials as a class.

2. What book are you reading largely for pleasure?
“Crescent Dawn” by Clive Cussler.

3. What do you wish all your students would read? 
First, the Bible, and “Bambi” by Felix Salten - it is probably 
the greatest book on disciple making that I have ever read. 
The old stag parallels the Gospel in so many ways. To my 
non-Christian students, I recommend “Wisdom Hunter” by 
Randall Arthur: it has a marvelous presentation of true 
Christianity. 

1. Royeisha Johnson, Senior, 
Social Work

2. Royeisha Johnson, Senior, 
Social Work

Around Campus in Nyack

In my freshman year, The Writing Center 
showed me how to make my paragraph 

details agree with my thesis. 

We asked Dr. Poston, Professor of 
Religion at Nyack College & Chair 

of the Department of Religion, 
some questions to see how he 

keeps his mind active. 

Again, Kathleen & 
Pierce in Israel during 

Winterim 2014

“The first draft is rarely ever 
good. Sometimes I like to think 
that since I’ve been writing for 

so long, my first drafts are 
good. But blunders make way for 

some of the best writing.”

Kathleen O’Sullivan, 
undergraduate writing consultant 

at The Writing Center, Nyack



Sometimes we misuse perfectly normal 
things. 

So too, we misuse perfectly normal terms.

Vis-à-vis 
Common misuse: 
When used in place of “vice versa” to
literally mean “turn.” It should not indicate a 
reversal or transposition of the main subjects 
in a statement.

Proper use: 
1. Can mean a person or a thing situated 

opposite another. Example: At the table, 
my vis-à-vis was a woman dressed all in 
black and wearing a veil.

2. Can be used for one’s opposite number 
or counterpart. Example: At the 
international conference of editors, my 
Russian vis-à-vis was a short, chubby man 

with a cheerful countenance and a ready 
laugh.

3. Can be used to mean a “meeting.” 
Example: Reggie’s first vis-à-vis with the 
new commander left him shaking.

As a preposition, it means literally “face to 
face with,” or in the sense of “in relation to.” 
Example: At the town meeting, a farmer sat 
vis-à-vis the Mayor. The citizens had called the 
meeting vis-à-vis a proposed redistricting.

As an adverb, it means “opposite, so as to 
face each other.” 
Example: On the mantelpiece, the actor’s two 
Oscars stood vis-à-vis.

When in doubt, always remember “vis-à-vis” 
does not mean “vice versa.” Do not use them 
interchangeably. 

Check out this comic by Darby Conley! Thank you, Dr. Poston, for sharing it with The Writing Center!

2014, A New Year, A New 
Writing Tip

• • • by Joshua Ortiz   

MISUSE OF VIS-À-VIS 
I once used a butter knife as a screwdriver.
I once used my iron to make grilled cheese. 

I once picked a lock with a credit card. 

Know Your Graduate 
Consultant

Stephanie Babu, MA Old 
Testament 

1. What is your greatest reward of 
working at The Writing Center?

2. What brief writing advice can 
you share?

3. What is your writing center pet 
peeve?

4. What is your favorite word to 
use in essays? Why?

From the Director, Professor Beverley Locke
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Want to work with her?
Stop by at The Writing Center, Nyack

Mon, Tues, Thurs: 
2pm-5pm, 2pm-4pm, & 2pm-5pm 

respectively

1. Helping students gain confidence 
in effective writing skills & tools.

2. Make an outline for your paper: 
what you want in your introduction, 
body, & conclusion.

3. Grammar or spelling errors.

4. A German word in Biblical 
Studies, Sitz-im-Lebrun - meaning 
the original context of a biblical 
passage. I think it’s so fun to say!

the writing center; they are welcome to make an 
appointment at any phase of their process. Stop by the 
writing center today, and see what we can do for you. We 
look forward to serving you!

The Writing Center exists to 
support students in the work 
of writing. From beginning to 
end, our peer writing 
consultants are tasked with 
walking students through 
every stage of the writing 
process: brainstorming/ 
processing of ideas, 
outlining, research and 
documentation, and 
eventually a written draft.   
Students do not need to 
have a written draft to use 

Dr. Fred Arzola 
Dean of College of Arts & Sciences 

Dr. Jonathan Gates
Head of Languages, Literature, and Writing

Prof. Beverley Locke 
Director of The Writing Center

Prof. Millicent Waterman 
Assistant Director of The Writing Center


