
Preacher Harry Emerson Fosdick once 

said, “Christians are supposed not merely 

to endure change, nor even to profit by it, 

but to cause it.” At the Writing Center of 

Nyack College, we are introducing 

change.  

In order to increase availability for peer 

writing consulting sessions, the Writing 

Center is offering intervals during which 

two Undergraduate writing consultants 

are available.  

This spring semester, we are offering 

several workshops and in-class presenta-

tions for professors to utilize in order to 

better equip their students. They are 

available by request, and forms will be 

distributed through email. A copy is also 

enclosed on the last page of this  

newsletter.  

We are also implementing a referral system 

through which professors can recommend 

the Writing Center’s help to students. This 

referral form can be attached to the stu-

dent’s paper and utilized by a peer writing 

consultant in order to better target areas in 

which the student could benefit from addi-

tional guidance.  

Come by the Writing Center to experience 

and enjoy these changes.  
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Writing with a higher purpose 

"We are in a state of emergency.” This statement was echoed by writing center directors, writ-

ing program directors and writing consultants/tutors who attended the National Council of Peer Tutor-

ing in Writing, last November.  On the table were the best practices we have used to help assist our 

student writers in the writing process.   

As a writing center director and a lecturer in English, one of the primary concerns that I have 

for my students is that they engage the writing process in a more consistent way.  We all know that in 

order for students to learn to write well, they need to be writing more, specifically through the use of the 

stages of the writing process.  But writing cannot be taught only in the writing classroom, it must be 

intertwined in the disciplines our students hold dear and thus reinforced on every level they are pro-

pelled to.  In the Writing Across the Curriculum Committee, we embrace this most important work, and 

as we meet with our colleagues in various fields, I am pleased to say that they do as well.  As we contin-

ue to work together, to say the same thing about the importance of embracing writing as a skill across 

the curriculum, our students can only benefit from it and become better more salient writers.   

Please, take a moment to read our newsletter. I am especially pleased with the piece done on 

and by two of our alumnae, Professor Bethany Johnson and Nelecia Murrell (a certified teacher).  These 

are just two of the faces of those who have embraced the importance of writing and writing well.   

“Writing is the best 

way to talk without 

being interrupted”  

 

—Jules Renard 
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Undergraduate Peer    

Writing Consultants: 

Rebekah Carroll 

Sophomore, Majoring in ICS, Consulting 

Strength: guiding students to a clearer pur-

pose 

Stuart Guild 

Junior, Majoring in Religion/ Biblical and 

Theological Studies, Consulting Strengths: 

research, formulating themes and concepts 

Chris Harding 

Senior, Majoring in Religion and History 

Audrey King 

Junior, Majoring in Adolescent Education,  

Consulting Strength: research 

Christopher Rafalski 

Junior, Majoring in Interdisciplinary Stud-

ies: Pastoral Ministry and Psychology, Con-

sulting Strength: Grammar 

Hannah Shipman 

Junior, Majoring in ICS, Consulting 

Strengths: Brainstorming and Critical Think-

ing 

Abagail Loos 

Senior, Majoring in ICS, Consulting Strength: 

Organizing and editing 

Wayne Hansen 

Sophomore, Majoring in Adolescent Educa-

tion/English, Consulting Strengths: Clarity, 

honesty, and vision 

Christopher Choi 

Junior, Majoring in Bible/Theology, Consult-

ing Strength: argumentative stances 

Elisabeth Scheffel  

Sophomore, Majoring in ICS, Consulting 

Strength: Introductions 

Graduate Writing Consultants: 

Joshua Ortiz 

B.A. in Biblical/Theological Studies, Area of 

Current Study: M.A. in Divinity/Theology 

Helena Hewlett 

B.A. in English/Journalism, Experience in the 

field of journalism, passionate about working 

with ESL students 

2011 Writing Center Statistics 

The Writing Center Consultants 

Fall 2011 Totals: 

Consulting Sessions: 527 

Services Used in Total: 1056 

Undergraduate Sign-ins: 1101 

Graduate Sign-ins: 69 

Spring 2011 Totals: 

Consulting Sessions: 411 

Services Used in Total: 1078 

Undergraduate Sign-ins: 1062 

Graduate Sign-ins: 96 

“Writing has laws of 

perspective, of light and 

shade just as painting 

does, or music. If you 

are born knowing them, 

fine. If not, learn them.” 

-Truman Capote 
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History Professor Bethany Johnson   

requires her undergraduate World  Civi-

lizations classes to write in Chicago for-

mat. Why not MLA, like most other 

undergraduate classes at Nyack        

College? She cites two reasons. First of 

all, within the last five years, the       

preferred citation within historiography 

has shifted from MLA to Chicago.  

It can be difficult for students entering a 

basic, freshman-level history course to 

make this transition in their own papers. 

Secondly, this is a useful skill to       

develop for their professional and even 

immediate futures. When Nyack      

College becomes Nyack University, 

every major will have a writing inten-

sive course inside that discipline. Why 

not push students now, so that they 

meet these challenges with ease later? 

Johnson is pushing students to develop 

good writing habits for whichever field 

they enter. The most important thing for 

students to learn is the difference      

between formal and informal writing. In 

the professional field, no prospective 

employer will take an applicant         

seriously if the applicant doesn’t learn 

to write competently. Many applica-

tions are now online, forcing employers 

to make a snap decision about someone 

based on their writing skill. If the      

applicant makes a strong writing       

impression, “their chances of being tak-

en seriously before meeting face-to-face 

are higher,” says Johnson. This carries 

over into every field. She stated firmly, 

“If you can’t put a sentence  together, 

you won’t survive—it doesn’t matter 

where you work.” 

Johnson has had her own writing 

hurdles in the past. Working on her 

MPhil in Glasgow, Scotland was a 

challenge deeper than just the usual 

difficulties of graduate studies. The 

writing style was completely      

different. Johnson was forced to 

change her formatting, numbering, 

and even the spelling in her papers. 

When she returned to the United 

States, she had to transition back 

into old styles such as MLA and 

Chicago. 

In the discipline of history, there are 

certain things Professor Johnson 

desires her students to remember. 

Johnson discloses, “Writing is a 

major part of our craft.” It is vital to 

remember the importance of correct 

word choice. The placement of   

certain vocabulary and grammatical 

structures may change the           

information a writer is attempting to 

convey. Incorrect grammar       

damages historical accuracy. One 

must also take into account that 

opinions have a certain place in  

historiography. Judgments about 

certain cultures, events, or people 

cannot be stated as facts. 

Professor Bethany Johnson         

encourages students to be      

thoughtful in their writing process. 

She pushes students to a high    

standard of learning, and prepares 

them for both graduate studies and 

the professional world ahead. 

“If you can’t put a 

sentence together, 

you won’t survive—

it doesn’t matter 

where you work.” 

—Bethany Johnson 

By: Rebekah Carroll 

Writing For Life: Bethany Johnson Prepares Students  

“It is a pleasure to be able to serve the student body with my passion for writing.  The skill of 

writing is an essential asset that all students should strive to acquire before pursuing their pro-

fessional careers.  I thoroughly enjoy reading through the works of my fellow classmates and 

sharing my thoughts and insights in order to assist them.  In dialoging with students about their 

writing, I hope to play a part in making their academic experience at Nyack College more en-

joyable and profitable.”                                                                                            ~ Chris Choi 

Perspective of a  

Nyack College    

Student Writing 

Consultant 
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Nelecia Murrell is a Nyack graduate and former Writing Center employee. 

She is currently in Japan teaching English to both adults and adolescents. 

Through a series of expressive narratives, she creates a vivid picture of life 

teaching English overseas. 

Murrell describes meeting her Japanese mentors for the first time: “Meeting 

with Sakata Sensei and his wife Enoly San to discuss their expectations of 

me, as it pertains to the eleven Conversational English classes I will teach, 

was an absolute joy.  While the setting somewhat lent itself to that of a job 

interview, when we began conversing with the help of Barton Sensei—as he 

fluently speaks both English and Japanese—the tone of the room mirrored 

that of a daughter meeting with her parents to discuss an increase in her re-

sponsibilities, as she will now be trusted to care for her parents’ most prized 

possessions.  In essence, they are entrusting their students into my hands, to 

foster an environment in which each student can learn.  More specifically, my 

job is to facilitate each student’s increased confidence in his/her spoken Eng-

lish—and, with God’s help, I will uphold, maintain, and accomplish the task 

at hand.   

In due diligence, it is our hope that minds will be enlightened, meaningful 

relationships formed, and lives forever changed for the sake of Christ Jesus.   

During our conversation, several exchanges were made to clarify some of the 

logistics. What almost brought me to tears was the fact that even though nei-

ther party spoke each other’s language, or knew each other's stories, Sakata 

Sensei, with the help of Barton Sensei, spoke these words, ‘I believe that you 

know God has sent you here on a mission…accomplish it…’  Then his wife, 

Enoly San added, ‘I can tell you are passionate about teaching, and I know 

you will do well…’ With the absence of Barton Sensei’s interpretation, I 

would not have known exactly what they said, but as with the interpretation 

of tongues, there was a sweet, sweet, spirit in that room—it was as if God 

Himself was our translator.  In that moment we became kindred spirits—

closely knitted together as one.  And, if for a second I doubted what I was 

feeling, Enoly San spoke these words, ‘Now I have three children—the two I 

birth— and you.’” 

In speaking about teaching, Murrell says, “I enjoy teaching the adults. They 

are all unique in their levels of understanding, but they all possess equal ex-

citement towards learning English from a native speaker. This is because 

most of their former formal teachers primarily used Japanese to teach them 

English.  Hence, they hang on my every word. This is a bit intimidating at 

times, but mostly humbling.  I’ve learned to slow down my speech, pro-

nounce my words clearly, and allow ample time for Q & A responses—as 

time must be allotted for language conversion.  The latter has been extremely 

Teaching in Japan 
By: Nelecia Murrell 

“The tone of the 

room mirrored that 

of a daughter 

meeting with her 

parents to discuss an 

increase in her 

responsibilities” 
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Nelecia speaks with her adult English students 

“In a lot of ways I am 

simply facilitating 

conversations; this is 

essentially what I do 

every day.” 

difficult for me because awkward silence could equate a lack of understanding, 

and waiting is not one of my strengths.  But, I am managing.  In a lot of ways I 

am simply facilitating conversations; this is essentially what I do every day.  

At times I plan five part lessons in an attempt to target a variety of learning 

styles and teaching techniques, but I am learning that simplicity is most prag-

matic here. 

Unlike the adults, I am finding the children’s classes to be a bit more challeng-

ing.  Because the age and grade groups are mixed, it is challenging my ability 

to differentiate instruction. When I add the severe language barriers, little to no 

fundamental English-language knowledge, and a lack of interest (in some cas-

es), I end up with a seemingly unsolvable equation.  How am I supposed to 

teach 6, 7, and 8 year olds whose first language is not English that the letter 

“c” is uniquely one letter of the cardinal alphabet but it sounds like s and/or k, 

“ed” is added to the end of a verb to indicate the act was done in the past, de-

pending on the word “ed” could sound like “t”, “d”, “id”, or “ed,” and when it 

is appropriate to use the long or short vowel sounds?!  My attempts thus far 

have mostly resulted in a choir of, “Kore nani?”—Japanese for, “What is 

this?” In these instances, and they are many, I wish I could just close my eyes 

and call on Professor Eleanor Pease, my beloved Undergrad ESL Professor, to 

save me—but I am quickly brought back to reality at the sound of my Japanese 

Teaching Assistant’s translations, which is a crutch many of the kids lean on 

heavily. 

Nevertheless—I remain hopeful.  I believe that if I can add time to this equa-

tion, I just might discover a solution.” 

Sakata Sensei,  Nelecia, and Enoly San 



The Writing Center’s Philosophy 

 

Our desire is to see all students develop and 

thrive as writers, whether they are on the  

undergraduate or graduate level.  

 We encourage students to engage in all 

stages of writing and pre-writing 

 We offer support and tutelage across all 

disciplines and genres  

 We help facilitate students’ own  efforts 

and processes, empowering them to 

take full command of their own writing 

 We evaluate each student individually 

to determine the best means of instruc-

tion and support 

To that end, the Writing Center works in  

partnership with the College and Seminary 

faculty, serving as a supplemental  resource 

available to all students in order that they 

might succeed as writers.  

Undergraduate Assistance: 

Nyack College 

1 South Blvd 

Nyack, NY 10960 

N Campus (above Bailey Library) 

Phone: 845-675-4443 

Extension #7153 *from a campus 

phone only* 

E-mail: 

thewritingcenter@nyack.edu 

 

Graduate Assistance: 

Alliance Theological Seminary 

350 North Highland Avenue 

Nyack, NY 10960 

Scriptorium (back room of ATS 

library) 

Phone: 845-675-4433 

Email: 
TWCGraduateAssistance@nyack.edu 

ATS Librarian Cheryl Felmlee Gives a Brief History of the Writing Center’s Birth at ATS 

                     The Scriptorium 
Nyack’s Writing Center found a new location in the ATS building 

in 2011 when it and the ATS computer lab were moved into a room 

in the ATS Library—adjacent to its resources.  What would we 

name this multifunctional space?  The merger of writing, technolo-

gy, and resources created the opportunity to support all aspects of 

writing within a single space.  There, students have ready access to 

interact with the library’s print and electronic resources as they 

form new ideas, translate them into written words or graphics, and 

produce or illustrate them on the computers.  When they need assistance, writing 

resources are shelved in the room, and for ten hours each week, a graduate writing 

consultant is present to offer writing assistance either for walk ups or by appoint-

ment. 

Thus was born the Scriptorium.  As an auditorium is the place for hearing and a 

gymnasium is the place where you do gymnastics, a scriptorium is where the activi-

ties of writing are performed—the writing place.  You have seen illustrations of me-

dieval monks sitting at their desks in the monastery’s scriptorium carefully produc-

ing those beautifully illuminated medieval texts and manuscripts with great care and 

diligence.  At ATS, the Scriptorium is a place where writing is valued.  As it devel-

ops, the décor of the room will visually portray writing through the ages and across 

cultures.  As thoughts and ideas of master and doctoral level students get transferred 

from minds to the written (print or electronic) page, the Nyack College Writing Cen-

ter (NCWC) will be there to participate in the process, encouraging students toward 

clarity, concision, and coherence. 

CHERYL FELMLEE 

 


