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The Writing Center 

From the Director’s Desk: 

Introducing New Staff 

Welcome to the Nyack College 
Rockland Campus Writing Center 
Newsletter.  As a center we are not 
only committed to helping our stu-
dents develop as writers, but to 
assisting instructors in creating writ-
ing practices that will guide students 
in their development.  Our newslet-
ter provides us another way of 
offering this assistance to our stu-
dent body.  In every issue you will 
find articles designed to help stu-
dents as they encounter common 
writing assignment challenges (from 
coming up with a topic to writing a 
final draft) to announcements about 
upcoming campus wide and disci-
pline specific workshops.  

TWC is a resource for our student 
body.  We are here because of you.  
Please feel free to stop by the writ-
ing center at any time during our 
posted hours to meet with one of 
our writing and research consult-
ants, preview an upcoming work-
shop, or to just relax and read a 
good book! 

 

Looking forward to seeing you in 
TWC. 
 
For me, writing is exploration; and most 
of the time, I'm surprised where the 
journey takes me. -Jack Dann  

 
Graduate Consultants: 
 
Bethany Riker 
Bethany is a 
2010 graduate 
of Nyack Col-
lege. She ma-
jored in Adoles-
cent English 
Education and is certified as a 7-
12 grade English teacher. Bethany 
chose to work at the Writing 
Center because she loves writing 
and her passion is to help stu-
dents. She is primarily consulting 
with graduate students but you 
will see her in the office per-
forming administrative duties as 
well. 
 
Joshua Ortiz 
Joshua Ortiz 
graduated from 
Nyack College in 
2009 with a B.A. in 
Bible & Theology. He is currently 
studying for his M.Div. at Alliance 
Theological Seminary. He also 
works with Evangelical Christian 
Alliance Church in Spring Valley, 
NY and lives in Nyack with his 
wife, Natalia. Joshua has a deep 
passion for the Nyack College 
community and is working at the 
Writing Center with the goal of 
helping every student improve 
and succeed. 

If you have visited the Writing Center 
this semester, you may have noticed 
that we have several new faces among 
the consultants. We would like to 
introduce you to these new consult-
ants so that you can become familiar 
with who they are and can say hi to 
them when you visit the Writing Cen-
ter. 
 
Undergraduate Con-
sultants: 
Hannah Shipman 
Hannah is a freshman this 
year at Nyack College. 
She is majoring in Inter-
cultural Studies and loves 
to learn about and inter-
act with people of different cultures. 
She has been to India and loves the 
people there (and the food!). Hannah 
chose to work at the Writing Center 
because she enjoys helping students 
be excellent in their schoolwork.  
 
Chris Rafalski 
Chris is a freshman 
this year at Nyack 
College. He is 
currently majoring 
in Interdisciplinary 
Studies with a 
concentration in 
World Religion 
and Psychology. He is planning on 
becoming a Pastor. Chris chose to 
work at the Writing Center, because 
he loves to help students write.  

 
Susanna 
Bicknell 
Susanna is a 
Business Ad-
ministration 
major here at 
Nyack College. 
 She is concen-
trating in Marketing and hopes to 
eventually work in research and 
development for an advertising 
firm. Susanna also plays for the 
Nyack Warriors Women's Soc-
cer team.  She started working at 
the Writing Center because she 
has a desire to help others suc-
ceed.  
 
Office Staff: 
Jasmine Farrell 
 
Jasmine 
is a 
sopho-
more 
majoring 
in Eng-
lish with a writing concentration. 
She loves to write poetry and 
short stories. She hopes (If it is 
in God’s will) to become a writer 
and journalist after college. The 
current semester is her first 
semester working at The Writing 
Center. 
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Misplaced vs. Dangling Modifiers 
By: Bethany Riker 

Modifier Challenge 

Unless he was an extreme prodigy, no one 
could graduate from medical school at such a 
young  age. However, it appears that the au-
thor intended to say that when he turned 
eight, his father is the one who graduated 
medical school. This would make much more 
sense. The unstated subject leaves the reader 
questioning the meaning of the sentence. The 
meaning of this sentence becomes clearer 
when you state it this way: “When I turned 
eight, my dad graduated from medical school.” 
The purpose of addressing these issues is to 
make you aware of the mistakes that are com-
monly made in student papers. Catching these 
mistakes will save you and your readers a 
headache and will hopefully develop you into a 
better writer.  

Have you ever had a professor or an English 
teacher make a comment on your paper that 
looked like this (“MM” or “DM”)?  Perhaps they 
just wrote out “misplaced modifier” or “dangling 
modifier.” Have you ever wondered what these 
markings and  terms mean? Fortunately, we at the 
Writing Center are here to answer the question 
once and for all. 
According to Towson University, a misplaced 
modifier is, “a word, phrase, or clause that is improp-
erly separated from the word it modifies / de-
scribes” (Benner). As a result of this separation, the 
meaning of the phrase can become unclear or confus-
ing. “The silver girls’ necklace is on sale this week,” is 
an example of a misplaced modifier. The word 
“silver” is intended to modify the word “necklace.”  

However, because of the placement of “girls’” in 
between the noun and its modifier, “silver” now 
modifies “girls’”. I do not know about you, but I 
have never seen a silver girl (at least not a naturally 
silver one). This sentence is easily fixed by switching 
these two words around. “The girls’ silver necklace 
is on sale this week,” makes much more sense. 
 
So how does this differ from a “dangling modifier?” 
A dangling modifier is, “a phrase or clause that is not 
clearly and logically related to the word or words it 
modifies” (Benner). Dangling modifiers differ from 
misplaced modifiers because you cannot just rear-
range the words in the sentence to correct the 
meaning. An example of this is: “Upon turning eight, 
my dad graduated from medical school.”  

7. Never buy a car from a dealer 
with a broken odometer.  

8.  Hitting the tin roof, my sleep 
was disturbed by the rain.   

 
 
 
 
 
(Modified from Hunter University website) 

Test yourself and see if you are able to recog-
nize the differences between misplaced and 
dangling modifiers. Watch out! Some of these 
sentences are actually correct.  
(The answers are on the back page) 
 
1. When jumping the fence, the rider 

was thrown by his horse. 
2. Please give the desk to Mrs. Wooten 

with the brass inlaid figures. 

3. The team with the highest num-
ber of wins will capture the 
championship.  

4. Handsome men are loved by 
women with hairy chests.  

5. While jogging down the street, 
a dog bit my neighbor.  

6. An army which lacks proper 
equipment will not be an effec-
tive fighting force. 

One Simple Technique for Transforming Your Writing 
By: Dr. Kevin Pinkham 

are mindful of your writing, you’ll begin paying 
attention to what your words actually say, not 
what you wanted them to say.  Granted, when 
you’re writing a rough draft, you will make mis-
takes, be seduced by distractions, leave gaps, and 
you have my permission to do so.  Thus, while 
you can be mindful while drafting, revision is the 
most effective place for mindfulness.  Consider 
the following examples: “There was a time in my 
life where I was really into the Legend of Zelda, 
but now I’m all over Black Ops,” or “Statics show 
that most Americans prefer Dainty-Fresh to 
Aqua-Clean,” or “As a child, my mother loved to 
take me to the circus.”  I’m not going to tell you 
what’s wrong with those sentences.  Some of you 
may already be aware of the errors, but some of 
you are thinking that I’m trying to pull a fast one 
on you.  I’m not.  You should feel uncomfortable 
that you don’t know what’s wrong with those 
three sentences.  Good.  Discomfort is a great 
motivator for change, both in our writing, and in 
our life.  Each of those sentences says something 
that is not what its author wanted to say.  If you 
can’t figure out what’s wrong with those sen-
tences, go find someone who can, or look it up 
yourself.  These are the first steps to becoming 
responsible for your own education, to becoming 
mindful.  Pay attention, grasshopper. 

Most articles on writing tips try to offer practi-
cal advice: when out of ideas, freewrite for ten 
minutes and see what comes up; make sure you 
leave at least one day to revise your essay—
essays turned in without revisions are guaran-
teed failures; after spellchecking, read your 
essay backward to catch all the wrong words 
that your spellchecker told you were okay.  
Some essays offer examples of techniques that 
will improve your style: focus on unity, coher-
ence, and development in your paragraphs; 
make sure each topic sentence transitions into 
the next topic sentence—that way your entire 
essay will flow more smoothly; learn how to 
use semicolons, commas, dashes, and other 
forms of punctuation for variety in your writ-
ing.  I heartily endorse these tips and beg you 
to follow the advice you read in such essays or 
hear from your professors or glean from your 
writing center consultants; however, I hope to 
give you something much more valuable, some-
thing that will radically change not only your 
writing, but your entire life: mindfulness.  By 
mindfulness, I mean the simple state of being 
aware, of paying attention. I recently read an 
essay by Philip Berrigan, in which he writes, 
“Psychological studies reveal that Americans 
live in less than forty percent awareness, as 

though our minds and spirits cringe before the 
banality and ugliness of national life.”  Where he 
gets his data, I have no idea; it sounds a bit too 
much like the generic “we-use-only-ten-percent-of-
our-brains” line that the recent movie Limitless 
seems to be appropriate.  However, both claims, 
whether they are statistically accurate or not, make 
a good point: we just don’t pay attention—to any-
thing.  We don’t pay attention to what we eat, to 
our classes, to God, to ourselves, to our family and 
friends, to our bodies, to the work we do.  I guar-
antee that if you started paying attention to your 
writing, you would experience a radical transforma-
tion.   
How can we pay attention?  Humanity has been 
trying to answer that question for millennia. Cer-
tainly, we could all get better at paying attention by 
simply paying attention.  Yes, that’s circular advice, 
but how often are we completely aware of the task 
at hand, or our loved ones, or God?  We usually 
have music playing in the background, or we’re 
thinking about what to do with our free time later 
this afternoon, or we’re plotting what we’d do with 
our lottery winnings if we ever won the lottery, but 
since we don’t buy tickets, that’s just wasted men-
tal energy anyway.  Turn off the ipod.  Turn off the 
cell phone.  Sit still and listen, whether you’re writ-
ing, or praying, or talking with a friend.  When you 
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“You fail only if you 
stop writing.” 
 
Ray Bradbury 
 



The Writing Session: A Student’s Experience 
“Becoming A Better Writer” 
By: Christine Emmons 

The Writing Session: A Consultant’s Experience 
“Everyone Can Write: Everyone has a Voice” 
By: Ryan Edmunds 

All the assistants were very friendly and 
helpful. Their variety of experiences 
also proved to be a great help. Not all 
the assistants were English majors, 
some were Social Work, Youth Min, 
etc.. This was good since my papers 
were on a variety of subjects. If the 
assistant I was working with knew what 
the professor was asking for from per-
sonal experience, it helped me under-
stand the assignment better. The assis-
tants were all very diligent. If they had a 
question about grammar they would 
look it up and not just suppose they 
were right. I especially liked how they 
did not write my paper for me; instead, 
they led me along in the process. As 
the semester went on, my writing pro-
gressed. The Writing Center assistants 
not only proofread my papers and 
helped me understand my assignments, 
but they also taught me how to become 
a better writer. I would encourage 
everyone to “utilize their assets,” and 
go pay the Writing Center a visit with 
their upcoming essays. 

I was nervous about being the only 
freshman in my College Writing II 
class and my fears were only height-
ened when I received my first as-
signment. We had to explicate the 
poem “Dover Beach.” Poetry was 
never my forte’. The times in high 
school when I had to read or write 
about poetry were borderline tor-
turous, and I had all but blocked 
them from my memory. So even 
after Dr. Gates explained to us in 
class, what an explication was, I still 
had no idea what I was supposed to 
do. All I knew was that it was not an 
analysis which was the only thing I 
had done previously with poems. 
Dr. Gates suggested we visit  the 
Writing Center if we needed more 
help; however, I was reluctant to do 
so. Whether it was pride or just 
embarrassment over having a com-
plete stranger helping me write an 
essay, I didn’t know. In trying to 
avoid the Writing Center, I desper-
ately did everything from 
“Googling” the word “explication” 

to calling home and asking my mom 
for help. When none of those ave-
nues worked, I finally relented and 
decided to make a trip down to 
North Campus. I was pleasantly 
surprised by the friendly service I 
was greeted with. The Writing 
Center assistant on duty gladly 
helped me with my essay. She did 
not judge me for not knowing what 
an explication was and explained it 
clearly and articulately. She gra-
ciously put up with my slow proc-
ess of thinking of what to write and 
gave me time to go through the 
poem by myself and explicate a few 
lines. Then she looked over my 
rough work and gave me advice and 
suggestions. Never once did she tell 
me what to write; she let me do 
that part. 
After receiving a good grade on my 
explication essay, I decided to visit 
the Writing Center more often. 
Throughout the semester, I fre-
quented the Writing Center almost 
every time I had a paper due.  

such a manner.  If you have not witnessed some-
one who can make you feel this way with their 
words, I encourage you to check out some of 
the Open Mic Nights we have here at the college. 
Here is my point: You do not have to write song 
lyrics or poetry to be a great writer.  You can 
apply such passion and excellence to something 
as simple as an essay for a college class.  The 
point of any paper is to relay a point, convince a 
reader of an argument’s validity, or sway others 
to follow-up and become involved in something 
greater than themselves.  Every piece of writing 
has a “voice” behind it.  I believe it is time every-
one started using theirs.  If you are reading this 
article, I strongly encourage you to take your 
“voice” to the world.  You never know who may 
learn from you, or be forever changed by the 
power of your words.   
As a writing consultant, I have two wishes.  One 
is to see you grow as a writer.  The second is to 
be able to approach your every work anxiously 
with an overwhelming anticipation of what I 
could possibly learn from you.  We, as consult-
ants, give to you in hope that you will go and 
give to the world.  Everyone has a “voice” and 
everyone can write. 

There is often a separation when one compares 
a writing center consultant to a student or 
client.  Most consider a consultant to be more 
experienced, more collected, and more knowl-
edgeable.  After all, is that not why the individ-
ual in the writing consultant position is paid to 
aid others in and through the writing process?  
Although some of these ideas hold certain 
glimmers of truth, the overall validity of this 
belief is quite inaccurate.  A writing consultant 
is not all that different from any other writer.  
The sole difference between the two is that the 
writing consultant has the passion and desire to 
help others succeed in their writing endeavors.   
I sit in the Writing Center for hours during the 
week.  It honestly saddens me when I look at 
some of the people who come through the 
center with little-to-no idea what to do with an 
assignment; or when they have a piece of work 
that is many times greater than they dare give 
themselves credit for.  I can honestly say that 
there are plenty of people out-and-about who 
are much better writers than I am.  The con-
cept that kills me most is that many of said 
people cannot fully grasp or accept the fact that 
they have a powerful voice and are simply 
afraid to believe in themselves enough to “buy 

stock” in their own value.   
I will be the first to tell you that I do not know 
everything.  Whether it is during my personal 
life or the exchanges I have during writing con-
sultations, I am continually being exposed to 
different and interesting viewpoints, language 
styles, and voices.  These interactions and en-
counters persistently reach out and speak to 
me.  The pieces of writing that truly make an 
impact in the world are the ones written from 
the unleashing of the very depths of one’s heart 
and soul.  Words are not just letters of colored 
ink that are nonchalantly thrown onto a blank 
canvas to make a literary work.  Words are the 
deliberate and explicit expressions of the great-
est sources of knowledge and emotional truth.  
I have a friend who is so keenly perceptive and 
unique in the way she views the world that her 
writing always finds a way to drill itself into my 
being.  Whether the piece is utterly dark and 
depressing or brilliantly bright and uplifting, she 
always manages to capture the essence of the 
moment she is experiencing and portray it in a 
way that you cannot truly compliment prop-
erly.  It is, truthfully, a beautiful thing.  I have a 
lot to learn from her about digging deep, ex-
pressing myself, and formatting my words in 

2010 Writing Center Statistics 
 
Total sessions: 667 sessions  
Number of different courses: 150 
Total number of students: 454 
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“The desire to write 
grows with writing.” 
 
Erasmus 

 



Answers to Modifier Challenge: 

1. Dangling Modifier 

2. Misplaced Modifier 

3. Correct 

4. Misplaced Modifier 

5. Dangling Modifier 

6. Correct 

7. Misplaced Modifier 

8. Dangling Modifier 

Undergraduate Assistance: 
 

Nyack College 
1 South Blvd 

Nyack, NY 10960 
North Campus (above the Bailey Library) 

 
Phone: 845-675-7153 

E-mail: thewritingcenter@nyack.edu 
 

Graduate Assistance: 
 

Alliance Theological Seminary 
350 North Highland Avenue  

Nyack, NY 10960  
Scriptorium (back room of ATS library) 

 
Phone: 845-675-4433 

Email: TWCGraduateAssistance@nyack.edu  

The Writing Center 


