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Verse of the Month: 

 17 “The LORD your 

God is with you,  

 he is mighty to save.  

 He will take great 

delight in you, he will 

quiet you with his love, 

he will rejoice over you 

with singing." 

-Zephaniah 3:17- 
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The Writing Center...New Name, Same Service. 
The Writing Center has gone through many changes, inside and out, but our mission is still the 

same: to encourage an atmosphere where we can serve students through the writing process. 

Previously known as the Academic Success and Writing and Research Center, we decided this 

semester to add life to the center by recognizing The Writing Center as an academic presence of 

its own.  Our consultants come from various backgrounds and majors, but we all have a love for 

writing and helping others through the sometimes difficult, but always rewarding, process.         

Message from the 
Director 
 

Welcome to the first Nyack College 

Writing Center newsletter! The center is 

committed to helping students develop as 

writers while also assisting teachers in 

creating writing practices that will guide 

students in their development. This 

newsletter provides us another way of 

offering this assistance. From month to 

month, you will find articles designed to help 

students as they encounter a common 

writing assignment (the research paper) or 

problems while drafting (such as finding ways 

to start writing a paper and then to keep 

going). Basically, it will be an extension of 

the levels of services we have offered our 

students for the past several years! 

You may contact us with suggestions for 

future articles. And, as always, feel free to 

stop by The Writing Center at anytime to  

 

We are excited to have a new friend in The Writing 

Center! This beautiful Betta fish is called Prof. Ana 

Matopoeia.  She is currently working on her 

Doctorate degree in Fishology, but already has her BA 

and MA in Conservation of H2O Studies with a minor 

in Agronomy from the Fish Bowl University of Petco 

®. When asked to oversee the consultants, she gave 

us a blank stare with a few bubbles, but we took it as a 

sign of enthusiasm to join our team.  

We hope her presence will encourage others and 

promote a friendly atmosphere. Feel free to stop by 

and visit her but please be courteous to her bowl 

because she is still very shy.     

 

meet with one of our writing and research consultants, to 

peruse our workshop offerings, or to just relax, read a 

book, or work on a writing assignment. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at The Writing Center. 

 

Professor Beverley C. Locke 

Director 

A Mascot Fish? 

The Writing Center 
Writing and Research Services 

Nyack College 



 
National Day on Writing 
On Thursday, October 8th, 2009 the U.S. Senate passed a resolution declaring October 20 as the National 

Day on Writing.  The National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) seeks to use October 20th as an 

opportunity to highlight “the significance of writing in our national life, to draw attention to the remarkable 

variety of writing we engage in, and to help writers from all walks of life recognize how important writing 

is to their lives.”  

Writing holds a significant place in our lives; that is undeniable.  Not only is our academic life filled with 

reading and writing assignments but in all professional fields and in our daily lives, writing plays a vital role.  

We journal, write songs and poetry, and scribble notes to friends during class.  But writing is no longer 

limited to pen and paper.  It has crossed into the technological dimension like never before.  We text 

message, instant message, write Facebook comments, update our Myspace profiles, email, tweet, and blog.  

The importance of writing is inescapable.  

Join the NTCE as they celebrate the foundational place of writing in our lives and its variety of forms. Visit 

their website (http://www.ncte.org/) for more information on the National Day on Writing, to access 

useful links on writing, and to view the gallery of submitted works that opened on October 20th. 

 

 

“Writing 

holds a 

significant 

place in our 

lives; that is 

undeniable.” 

 
 

Tips on How to Write 
a Poem 
 

1. Decide on a vocabulary word, 

object, or concept for your 

poem. 

2. List everything you know 

about the topic. 

3. List any emotions or words 

you associate with the topic. 

4. List any personal experiences 

you have had with the topic. 

5. List objects similar to the one 

you have chosen. 

6. Cross out tired words; 

replace with words and 

phrases that are more vivid. 

7. Circle the ideas you want to 

express in your poem. 

8. Write your poem in the 

chosen format. 

9. Read your poem aloud. 

10. Revise and edit as necessary. 
(Taken from ReadWriteThink, NCTE) 

Upcoming Workshop 
 

Introducing… 

Joan Reid 
 

Joan Reid is a freelance writer, columnist, playwright and public 
relations professional.  Her work has appeared in The Nyack 
Villager, 201 Magazine, Modern Collage, The Record, The Italian 
Tribune, One Voice, Hudson Valley Life, Collage, and most recently in 
The Bicycle Book.  Life is a Bike©, her essay series, appears in The 
Bicycle Exchange and was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in 2001.  
Additionally, her column, "About Something©” runs in several 
newspapers throughout the country.  

Topic: How to Overcome Writers Block 
 

Date: November 11th 2009 
 

Time: 7:30PM 
 

Location: The Writing Center (above the 
Bailey Library) 

*Workshop days and times are subject to change. 
 

Please check with The Writing Center or watch for advertisements. 
 



Consultant of the Month 
 
Writing and Research Consultants are more than editors.  They’re students who strive 

for excellence in and out of the classroom, as evidenced by the service they provide at 

the Writing Center.  Every month, we will honor one Consultant for exemplary 

service. We base our decision on criteria that focuses on the Consultant’s overall 

attitude, initiative, work ethic, punctuality, and of course, outstanding service to 

students. 

This month, it is our pleasure to recognize Josh Raber as the Consultant of the month.  

Josh has been a Consultant for a year and a half and we have noticed his outstanding 

character and work ethic.  He is punctual, efficient with communication, organized, and 

helpful with keeping the Center neat and clean.   

At the Writing Center, we aim to equip students with tools for the writing and 

research process.  Josh has shown great teaching abilities as he guides the students 

through the process in each session, affirming their strengths and helping them with 

their weaknesses. 

And finally, we would like to recognize his kindness and helpfulness that extends to 

students as well as staff and faculty.     

Thank you Josh! 

 

 

Joshua Raber 

Your Fall 2009 Consultants 
 
 

 
 
Chrissy Chipriano 

 
Lauren Ciccarello 

 
Ryan Edmunds 

 
Chelsea Geyer 

 
Chris Harding 

 
Josh Raber 



 Attention Graduate Students: 
Are you a student in an MSOL, MBA, or ATS program? 

 
We are pleased to announce that there is now  

Graduate Writing Assistance for you! 

A Writing Consultant is now available to assist you with your writing needs.  

 

Sessions 
are held: 

Tuesdays & 
Wednesdays 

5PM-10PM 

At the ATS 
Library 

The Writing Center 
Writing and Research Services 

 
Hours of Service: 

Monday-Thursday 10AM-12AM 

Friday10AM-5PM 

Saturday 1PM-5PM 

 
Consultant Desk: 845-675-7153 

Academic Success Center: 845-675-4442 

Jaribel Torres:  torresj2@nyack.edu 

Sarah Cordova: cordovas@nyack.edu 

 

The Writing Center seeks to encourage a 

collaboration of a student’s effort with the 

acceptance of God’s grace in all things.  Writing 

and Research Consultants do not write papers for 

students but, instead, act as guides through the 

writing and research process.  Each student is 

individually evaluated to determine the best means 

of support through which the Consultant may assist 

in the natural development of initial ideas, 

intermediate work and, eventually, a finished 

product.  Consultants stress the importance of this 

development by promoting successive 

Note from the Co-Coordinators 
 
We are challenged and thrilled with the Center’s new beginning.  As in most beginnings, 

we find ourselves getting back into the swing of things as Coordinators. We are working 

to improve The Writing Center in quality and efficiency to better serve you. Our hope is 

that when you come into the Center you feel you can study hard and get the results you 

want with help from those who know best. We are constantly researching new methods 

to train our consultants and update our campus wide workshops so you can be informed 

and have the best experience possible. Not only do we love to write, but we love to 

help others. Do not hesitate to e-mail or call our office if you have any ideas to further 

our mission. We would like to give special thanks to our consultants who have made our 

jobs enjoyable and fun.  Also, to those who have contributed to help us become the 

Coordinators we are today...thank you!   

 
Sarah Cordova 

 
Jaribel Torres 


