
Writing Center Hours 

 

Monday through Thursday 

11 a.m.—12 a.m. 

 

Friday  

11 a.m.—5 p.m. 

 

Saturday 

1 p.m.—5 p.m. 

 

Closed Sundays 

 

 

 
The Writing Center is located above the Bailey Library (North Campus).  

The Scriptorium is  located within ATS Library  

(basement of the main building). 
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Writing 

with a higher 

purpose 

Dr. Fred Arzola 

Dean of College of 

Arts & Sciences 

 

Dr. Jonathan Gates 

Head of the English    

Department 

 

Professor Beverley 

Locke 

Director of  

The Writing Center 

See what students & teachers are saying about The Writing Center 

I wanted to email a note of thanks and praise regarding the Writing Center.  I had the students in 

my Christian Thought class get their first papers checked there, and the consultants did an excel-

lent job.  I am quite impressed at the quality of the comments and instructions from the consult-

ants.  They helped with thesis statements and paper outlines as well as grammar and punctua-

tion. 

I am pleased with how the Writing Center is helping our students! 
~ Dr. Amy F. Davis, Professor of Bible 

 

My papers have drastically improved with the help of the Writing Center and I feel blessed 

that the college offers the program. 

 

~Ethan Butler, senior 

 

 

The Writing Center is great! A safe and helpful place to get a paper edited. 

~Alysan Grat, freshman 

(Please see page 7 for  

ATS Scriptorium hours) 
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“We write to taste 

life twice; in the 

moment and in 

retrospect.”  

Lasting Thoughts from Nyack Alumnus, Chris Harding 

Message from the Director 

As Christians, we are people of words. Our connec-

tion to words is so strong that we even believe that the 

Word became a human being! So we know that words 

are powerful and meaningful things; our words have 

the power of life and death. They do something magi-

cal: they take what’s in our heads and allow that to get 

inside the heads of other people. Because of this pow-

er, words have meaning beyond whatever we’re talk-

ing about. Our words tell on us, they tell the truth 

about who we are and how we see the world. 

 

So our words are really personal things. Someone 

once said that letting someone else read your writing is like sending them a nudie picture of 

your brain. When we write, we expose ourselves to the world, putting our brains up for dis-

play. This can be really uncomfortable! So you want to be sure that your words give a clear 

picture of you! This is what we mean when we talk about writing with clarity: do your 

words really get through what you think and why you think it? You also want to be sure 

that your words let people see the best side of you. Just like you make sure your hair is 

styled and your teeth are clean before you take a picture, you have to make sure that your 

writing gives people the right impression about who you are, how you think, and what you 

believe. This is really what we’re really talking about when we talk about style: do your 

words have a shape and form that let people know the truth about you, that you’re educated 

and a solid thinker? 

 

Keeping all this in mind when you sit down to write a paper can be tough. So that’s what 

the Writing Center is here for! All of us love to think the deep thoughts about our words, 

about what they are actually saying and how they can be used. We take writing seriously 

because we know that our words say something profound about who we are, just like the 

Word made flesh says something profound about who God is. So come to us and let us 

think through your words with you! It’s what we love to do, and hopefully, if we do our job 

Chris Harding was a writing consultant 

during his time at Nyack. He graduated 

with the class of 2012. 

Students need to work at finding something to say.  They have to spend time with a subject. That 

to me is what it means to be a writer at a university. 

-David Bartholamae 

I sincerely believe that the work of the Writing Center is an important one.  Increasing-

ly, writing centers are no longer being seen as supplementary, but as programs that are central 

to the mission of the school and an essential part of attracting and retaining students.  

This past August, Peer Writing Consultants from all three of our centers (NCRC, ATS 

at NCRC and NCMC) were brought together for a day of training, encouragement and presenta-

tions on the work of the writing center.  What a day it was!  The peer writing consultants attend-

ed three faculty led workshops and two of our very own graduate writing consultants presented 

on the work of the writing center.   

I am thankful for the hard work that our staff puts in every day to assist their fellow 

students in the writing process.  NCWC Consultants, I salute you!  You are a vital part of the 

Nyack College Community.  Please know that the work you do with and for our students is val-

ued, encouraged and recognized. 

Professor Beverley C. Locke Read about our day of training at N.C.M.C. on the following page 



2012 Peer Writing Consultant Training Conference 
 

Below are some insightful words that our peer writing consultants  

took away from the informative training sessions at N.C.M.C. 

Left to right: Richard Dubosse, Alicia Wu, Professor Beverley 

Locke, and Professor Milicent Waterman. 

Above: The Nyack College Writing Center staff at N.C.M.C. 

Question: 

What did you learn from the 2012 Peer 

Writing Consultant Training Confer-

ence? 

 

Laura-Jean Ashley:  

“We do things we think nobody sees. 

Whatever we do, God sees.” 

 

Tryphena Ramcharitar:  

“To maintain a servant’s heart, I remem-

ber: I’m still serving, even when I’m hav-

ing a bad day.” 

 

Hannah Shipman:  

“We need to remember to encourage peo-

ple. It’s not just a paper; this is 

someone’s story.” 

 

Alicia Wu:  

“Consistency of Christian ethics—

they connect to everything we do.” 

 

Matthew Garane:  

“Be loving and supportive. It’s a 

growth process not only for them but 

for us as well—a service opportuni-

ty.” 

 

Diana Ciubotaru:  

“We are all reminded of how im-

portant our work is.” 

 

Rita Enwezor:  

“We are building people and we our-

selves are being built.” 

Chris Choi:  

“Writing is important. It’s that simple.” 
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Challenging Assumptions: Dr. Peter Park 

 By: Rebekah Carroll 

Peter Park was an in-

quisitive child. Anything 

that moved and could fit 

into a jar would capture 

his attention for hours. 

As a reward for doing 

well in school, he would 

accompany his father to 

the fish market in the 

early mornings. The 

world in all its complexi-

ty excited him. Today, 

Dr. Park carries this in-

quisitive soul into his 

teaching and his heart for 

the students. “I really 

want to change the way 

they think about the 

world,” he says. How 

does he reach for this 

elusive goal?  

In part, Dr. Park is shift-

ing the world vision of 

his students by preparing 

them for graduate studies 

and the professional 

realm. “Your writing is 

the first impression you 

make in the professional 

world,” Park explains, 

“and people judge you on 

your writing—they just 

do.” While a man could 

be the most brilliant sci-

entist in the world, if he 

can’t write well, he’s out 

of luck. Park quotes his 

thesis advisor as having 

once counseled him, “if 

you don’t know how to 

write, that’s the dividing 

line between running 

your own lab and being 

just a technician.”  

How does one become a 

good writer? Dr. Park 

says that it stems from 

critical thinking. “I’ve 

never met a good writer 

who was not also a criti-

cal thinker,” he states. 

There are two realms in 

which he encourages crit-

ical thinking: science and 

writing. In writing, there 

are a couple of mistakes 

he is glad to have a 

chance to correct. Per-

haps the most important 

area he gives guidance is 

in how to recognize a 

reliable source. Recog-

nizing what material is 

peer-reviewed and what is 

not is a vital skill.  

One of Dr. Park’s methods 

is diversification of writ-

ing assignments. Most 

incorporate adeptness at 

maneuvering around tech-

nology as well as critical 

thinking; one of the as-

signments involves dis-

seminating information on 

organ systems through a 

webpage.  

How is this unassuming, 

self-titled “fish biologist” 

enjoying Nyack College? 

One unique thing about 

Nyack, Park says, is the 

opportunity to make a 

connection between faith 

and science. In his Ecolo-

gy classes, Dr. Park en-

courages students to chal-

lenge their assumptions 

about the world, and look 

at God’s creation through 

fresh eyes. The textbook 

he uses, written by re-

nowned Ecologist Law-

rence B. Slobodkin, is a 

book written for the non-

scientist by a man of faith. 

This integration of science 

and faith is a valuable teaching 

opportunity that Dr. Park is not 

hesitant to take advantage of.  

“I want them to care about what 

they’re writing about,” Park 

says. He has a passion for his 

students, and wants only the best 

for them. Student by  student, 

Dr. Park shares his inquisitive 

soul to embrace complexity.  

 Peer Writing Consultants to be Featured in Upcoming Symposium 

We would like to extend our congratulations to peer writing consultants Christopher Choi (left) and Christopher 

Rafalski (right) for their selection among five winners of The Center for Scholarship and Global Engagement’s 

2012 Student Research Competition. We 

are pleased to announce that Choi (Bible 

and Theology) and Rafalsky 

(Interdisciplinary Studies) will present their 

papers on November 8, during our Fall 

2012 Nyack Scholars Symposium in Rock-

land. The Writing Center wishes to express 

warm congratulations to our consultants. 

We are proud of you! 



Alumni Writing Today 
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So many former Nyack students are writing today, and you  might be surprised to see that 

the majority of them were not even English majors. Enjoy a Q & A we had with Joan 

Ball, a 2007 MSOL alumna and author of Flirting with Faith: My Spiritual Journey from 

Atheism to a Faith-Filled Life. 

Susan Page Davis (1975, history major) wrote Feather, a children's book about a 12-year-old orphan girl 

Sarah Lindberg (2001, religion major) wrote Life's Compass for Eternal Treasure 

Sarah Butler (2002, communications major) works for the Communications Office at CMA headquarters in on the editorial staff.  

Additional Alumni with Various Published Works  

*Please note that these are just a few of the many accomplished writers Nyack has       

prepared and sent out into the world. 

Q.  Please briefly summarize the book. 

A: Flirting with Faith is one woman's story of what can happen when an encounter with 

God turns things upside down. 

 

Q: What was your experience at MSOL in terms of writing?  What were challenges you 

faced? 

A: When I entered the MSOL program I had been a professional business writer for more 

than 17 years. I was responsible for writing speeches, proposals, marketing communications, 

investor relations documents and PR materials, so I thought I had a good sense of how to 

communicate complex material in a way that was readable and understandable. It did not 

take long for me to learn that academic writing, especially related to my thesis, was some-

thing very different. As I put the final touches on my PhD dissertation, I can see that the 

stretching I was forced to do at Nyack was just the beginning of how I needed to broaden my 

thinking in order to be an effective researcher. 

 

Q: How long did the process of writing your book take (start to finish) and what did it entail 

(rough draft, just a stream of thoughts, tons of editing/proofing) and finally publication? 

A: In creative non-fiction the book proposal precedes the writing of the actual book. My 

proposal, which was about 80 pages, took longer to write than the final book. 

 

Q: Who was your target audience when you wrote the book? 

A: My story was geared toward people without faith, people who have lost their faith and 

those whose faith could use a shot in the arm. It was also geared toward anyone interested in 

living life as a transformative journey. 

 

Q: Finally, what is one piece of advice about writing that you would 

offer to Nyack College and ATS students?                                                                           A: 

Practice, practice, practice. There is no better way to become a good writer than to write. 

Also, recognize that writing and editing are two separate and distinct parts of the process. 

Get that first draft out--no matter how messy--and go from there. 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/7521283-flirting-with-faith


 

Meet Your Writing Center Staff 
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We have a wonderful staff 

working at the Writing Center 

this year, and we are excited to 

plan events such as writing work-

shops with you in mind!   

Your Fall 2012 Peer Writing Consultants 

Wayne  

Hansen 

Chris 

Choi 

 

 

Emily Wellman 

Audrey 

King 

Abigail Loos 

 

Danielle  

Conway 

Graduate 

Consultant 

 

Hannah 

Shipman 

Elisabeth 

Scheffel 

Stuart Guild 

Chris Rafalski 

Patricia Jean-Francois, 
Assistant to the Director 

Pierce VanDunk, 
Program Assistant 

Peer Writing Consultant 
Professor Beverley Locke, 

Director of The Writing Center 

Joshua Ortiz, 

Graduate Coordinator 

Graduate Consultant 

Rebekah Carroll, 
Undergrad Coordinator 

Peer Writing Consultant 

Helena Hewlett, 
Newsletter Editor 

Graduate Consultant 

Nora Anthony,  
Office Assistant 

Peer Writing 

Consultant 



The Writing Center seeks to encourage a collaboration 

of a student’s effort with the acceptance of God’s grace in 

all things.  Writing and Research Consultants do not 

write papers for students but, instead, act as guides 

through the writing and research process.  Each student 

is individually evaluated to determine the best means of 

support through which the Consultant may assist in the 

natural development of initial ideas, intermediate work 

and, eventually, a finished product.  Consultants stress 

the importance of this development by promoting suc-

cessive appointments following the first meeting with a 

student.  

N.C.W.C. 
Rockland Campus 

Attention Graduate Students: 
Are you a student in an MSOL, MBA, or ATS program? 

Please visit the Scriptorium, located in the library at ATS, for assis-

tance. You may also receive assistance at The Writing Center locat-

ed in Bailey Library. Call to schedule your appointment today! 

N.C.W.C. ATS Rockland Campus 

Available appointment times: 

Monday: 6:30 p.m.— 9:30 p.m. 

Tuesday: 6:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 11 a.m.—1:00 p.m., 

6:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 6:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 

The Scriptorium (Nyack College Writing Center’s graduate location), 

which is located in ATS Library. 

Undergraduate Assistance: 

Nyack College 

1 South Blvd 

Nyack, NY 10960 

North Campus (above Bailey Library) 

Phone: 845-675-4443 

Extension #7153 *from a campus phone only* 

E-mail: thewritingcenter@nyack.edu 

 

Graduate Assistance: 

Alliance Theological Seminary 

350 North Highland Avenue 

Nyack, NY 10960 

Scriptorium (back room of ATS library) 

Phone: 845-675-4433 

Email: TWCGraduateAssistance@nyack.edu 

 
 


