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Wishing all of you a happy, healthy break! May you return in 2013 

feeling refreshed, renewed, and eager to learn. 
 

The Writing Center Staff 

We are officially on facebook!  

Please come find our page and 

“like” it to join . Check out 

www.facebook/ncwritingcenter  

The Writing Center’s Hours for Finals Week 
Wednesday, December 12, 2012  1:00 p.m. –5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 

 

 thursday, DECEMBER 13, 2012   1:00 p.m. –5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, December 14, 2012  1:00 p.m. –5:00 p.m. 

 
Please call the writing center for information regarding Ats’ scriptorium hours 
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Writing consultant Hannah Shipman shares about her summer experience abroad   

Q.  Where did you go?  

A. I lived in Sarajevo, Bosnia for the summer and interned at a community center called IVZOR. Most of my time 

spent there was tutoring students in English, assisting with a kid’s English camp, taking Serbo-Croatian language 

lessons, and going to coffee with people!! Since I was living alone in an apartment, I had to quickly learn the lan-

guage so that I could greet my neighbors, buy groceries, talk with my landlord, and figure out bills that I had to pay! 

A good chunk of my time was spent planning lessons for the adult and children 

English classes as well as planning for other events we had at IZVOR. We had an 

event where people could come in to watch the Eurocup Final game and had a Fac-

es of Sarajevo video and photography exhibition which highlighted the differing 

cultural backgrounds of people in Sarajevo. I kept a blog and a journal of my experi-

ences while I was there which kept up my writing skills and started to learn how to 

write in Serbo-Croatian (simple sentences, of course!)  

  

Q. Was it an entirely new experience for you or have you traveled 

abroad before? 

A. I traveled to India with a worship team and stayed in Bangalore for 

three weeks. A difficult part of living in Sarajevo was that I did not 

have a team to fly there with nor was I able to live with anyone, so I 

think that was a new experience for me.  

  

Q. What were some of your own strengths and/or weaknesses that became more apparent 

during your travels? 

A. I found that it was essential to be flexible with plans and timing in Sarajevo, which was not 

one of my strengths. I am mostly a patient person, but at times I found that waiting or not know-

ing what to do frustrated me and wore me down. I am a good listener which came in handy as 

people love to sit over coffee and talk. I found that my motivation level skyrocketed when I was 

able to fellowship with other. Community was a necessity while in Sarajevo, but I found that I 

also needed time alone to recharge. Being able to go home to a quiet house and journal about 

the day’s events was good for my mind.  
  

Q. Did you journal at all during and/or after your trip?  If so, would you mind sharing a blurb? 

I did journal every day during my trip, starting with the day I flew into Sarajevo. I also had an 

online blog that I wrote every few days.  
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Here is a little part of one of my journal entries: 

Today I went into IZVOR to work on lesson plans for Kids Corner with Laura. I also got to 
talk with Željko for a bit today. We talked about how he wants live in either Brazil or Japan and 
be a jiu jitsu instructor. Later on I had a one on one English session with Lamija. Every time I 
meet with her I learn more about her and appreciate her all the more… 
   

Q. What did you take away from this experience? 

 

A. I learned that I can be quite independent if it is required of me. living alone came with great freedom 

and responsibility both of which I embraced. I also experienced the difficulty of making new friends and 

cultivating healthy friendships. Many people wanted to be friends with me so that they could use me to 

teach them English and get them to America, among other requests. I had to learn a few lessons the 

hard way but I am grateful for all of the experiences that I had in Sarajevo.  

  

 

Q. How would you say it has changed you as a person/changed your perspective of the world in gen-

eral?  Furthermore, have you made conscious choices/changes in your life now, following the trip? 

 

A. My heart broke when a person I met in Sarajevo said that she did not like her cultural heritage. As 

an outsider, I saw the uniqueness and beauty of the culture. I could not imagine how anyone could not 

like his or her own cultural heritage. I tried my best to share aspects of the good in the culture with the 

people in Sarajevo so that they would begin to appreciate their culture. I think that is something that I 

want to keep in mind with every culture I come into contact with. It is important that people are shown 

the beauty and significance of their cul-

ture, as it is necessary for me to see the 

good in my own culture. The hospitality 

of the Sarajevans inspired me to be 

more hospitable and generous to people, 

even strangers. I learned to love coffee 

while in Bosnia and that has become 

part of my daily life here in America not 

only as a delicious beverage and source 

of caffeine but also as a bridge to hold 

conversations with people.  
                    Photos courtesy of Hannah Shipman 
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Get to know your Writing Center Peer Consultants  

 Spotlight on PIERCE VANDUNK 

Pierce VanDunk is one of our Peer Writing Consultants. Let’s get to know him a little better!  

 

Statistics: 

 

Born and raised in Middletown, NY  

 

Year: Sophomore  

 

Major: Theology 

 

Goal for the future: Pierce would like to be a professor of Theology 

 

Q & A 
   

Q. What, in your opinion, is the hardest part of the writing process? 

A. I would say that writing the conclusion of your paper and bringing all your thoughts together to end the 

paper is the hardest thing for me, personally. 

  

Q. What, in your opinion, is the most important part of a paper?   Why? 

A. Your thesis is the most important part of the paper. This is because without a clear thesis it’s not possible 

to tell what you’re writing about and how it will all come together.   

 

Q. How do you form a thesis? 

A. Figure out what the general topic you’re writing about is, focus on something more specific within that  

topic, and think of how you can accomplish your goal within your page limit,. Then figure out what exactly it 

is that you’re trying to prove about that specific topic, as well as your stance on that issue. 

  

Q. If you could give fellow students one piece of advice about writing, what would it be?  

A. Start early.  

  

Q What is your favorite book?  

A. The Eragon series  

  

Q. What is the most common grammar mistake that you come across when looking over papers?   

A. Comma errors are definitely the most common. Whether it’s using too many of them, not enough of them, 

or using them incorrectly. 

  

Q What is the best approach a student can have when she/he comes to TWC?   

A. Come with a specific area that you want to work on so you can get the most out of the session. 

  

Q. Who is your favorite author and why?   

A. Toni Morrison, because her books are not necessarily fantasy books but they are intriguing. She presents 

valuable messages and more than just an interesting story. 

  

Q. Why did you decide to work at TWC?  

A. I love writing. Writing is what I’m good at.  English was a strongpoint in high school and I’ve always en-

joyed it. I enjoy helping others, and I find it fulfilling.  
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By: Wayne Hansen, Writing Consultant 

 

Ever write a paper that seems to run on and on to the hills?  You may pause and think, “Gee, this paper keeps going like the energizer bunny, 

and I need to pause and take a breath.”  Unfortunately, many students think that the comma exists solely to give the reader a chance to 

catch his breath while reading a long, unyielding, and intense sentence.  Whatever you’ve learned in high school, this particular tidbit is not 

exactly the case.  Rather, (watch out, here comes the big academic tone) according to Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab a comma is “a 

valuable, useful punctuation device because it separates the structural elements of sentences into manageable segments.”  While we won’t go 

into an in-depth study of the comma, we will attempt to lay out a few brief and memorable rules to strengthen your use of them in academic 

writing. 

That being said, here are the biggest blunders associated with commas, and how to fix them: 

Blunder #1: Commas and compound sentences. 

Of the more serious blunders is the tendency to forget the comma in a compound sentence.  For example: 

Pierce went to the store Wayne went to the park. 
This sentence is a run-on, because it contains two independent clauses that are not separated by a comma or a conjunction.  However, merely 

adding a comma does not completely fix our sentence, but rather makes it a comma splice (two independent clauses joined by a comma and 

lacking a conjunction): 

Pierce went to the store, Wayne went to the park. 
Commas are not strong enough to join independent clauses on their own, so they need a coordinating conjunction (so, yet, or, but, nor, for, 

and) in order to properly form a compound sentence.  The correct form is as follows: 

  Pierce went to the store, and Wayne went to the park. 
 Blunder #2: Comma splices, and mixing independent/dependent clauses. 

As we detailed up above, a comma splice is the attempt to separate two independent clauses without using a 

coordinating conjunction such as and, or, nor, but, for, so, and yet.  For example: 

Wayne had a fun time at the park, however Pierce did not enjoy shopping. 
Often, a student will use a comma where a semicolon is more appropriate.  Semicolons are used to join two inde-

pendent clauses where the use of a conjunction is not needed or wanted.  For example: 

Wayne had a fun time at the park; however Pierce did not enjoy shopping. 
You’ll notice that our sentence is still written in red, despite the fact that we corrected our pesky little comma 

splice.  Why!?  Because we still have a run-on issue in the second independent clause.  However is a conjunctive 
adverb, which both joins independent clauses, and introduces the clause; therefore, (and the instance of the 

semicolon and conjunctive adverb we just used is a case of this) however must be separated from the rest of 

the second independent clause by a comma: 

Wayne had fun at the park; however, Pierce did not enjoy shopping. 
Another example, in an academic setting: 

Disposing of nuclear waste into the ocean can adversely affect the environment; therefore, nuclear power plants must either find an environ-
mentally conscious alternative, or else shut down. 

  Blunder #3: Commas and the clarity of a sentence. 

Our final example will detail how the use of commas (and their misuse) can affect the clarity and meaning of a sentence.  Take, for example: 

We invited the elephants, Margie and Sue, to the dinner party. 
For all we know, you may very well have two elephant friends named Margie and Sue.  We at the writing center sincerely doubt it, but take 

our lighthearted example in stride, will ya?  The trouble with this sentence is that we are calling Margie and Sue elephants, when we actually 

mean that we invited the elephants, Margie, and Sue to the dinner party.  How should we rewrite this then, so that we do not offend our dear 

friends Margie and Sue? 

We invited the elephants, Margie, and Sue to the dinner party. 
The comma makes all the difference.  Interestingly, Margie and Sue in the first example makes up what we in the grammar biz call an apposi-

tive.  According to the American Heritage Guide to Contemporary Usage and Style, an appositive is “a noun or a noun phrase that is placed 
next to another noun or noun phrase to help identify it.”  Appositives serve an important purpose in sentences, because they help to clarify the 

title of the noun in the sentence.  If for example, we were to say: 

Milliard Fillmore opposed many of President Lincoln’s actions during the Civil War. 
Who is this Milliard Fillmore guy?  Why was he opposing Lincoln?  Is he anti-American, or something?  Rather, we need to clarify who Milliard 

Fillmore is, and how he pertains to the topic at hand, as is addressed in the following sentence: 

Milliard Fillmore, former president of the United States of America, opposed many of President Lincoln’s actions during the Civil War. 
We suddenly realize Fillmore and his authority in the corrected sentence.  Having been a president himself, Fillmore’s warnings of Lincoln’s 

actions may actually have some merit, compared to the unknown and untitled Milliard Fillmore in the uncorrected sentence.  How exactly does 

this relate to commas?  The appositive is sandwiched between two commas, always. 

 So there you have it, folks!  Just a few comma tips to get you going in the right direction, instead of plopping them wherever they 

seem they should be.  The comma is a great tool for taking a pause, but there’s a proper place for pauses, as we have seen in our journey 

down comma lane! 

Commas in Comic Sans 



A Fond Farewell to December Grad, Abigail Loos 

I must admit, it was not too long ago that I didn’t like to write and 

did not think I was much good at it. When I thought about people who were “writers” I imag-
ined those who wrote all the time, knew how to use all the right words in creative and eloquent 
ways, and found great satisfaction and joy in doing so. Writing was—and still is— not my 
chief means of expression; finding the right word proves many times to be a long and frustrat-
ing process, hardly joyful. I had long ago determined, therefore, that I was not a good writer. 
So, how did I end up working in the Writing Center? It was not any real change in my writing 
or skill that brought me to this place, but God widening my perspective of Himself and His cre-
ation.  

In the past three and a half years of my time as an Inter-
cultural Studies student I have gained so much under-
standing not only of other cultures but of God as well. 
My education, learning how to better communicate with people possessing dif-
ferent worldviews than I, has expanded my understanding and enabled me to 
better perceive the way God views the world. Within every person God has cre-
ated special talents; some are obvious and others are hidden behind our limited 
perspectives, waiting to be revealed as God expands our view. The limitations 
under which I held myself caused me to dismiss any possibilities of writing be-

ing a useful tool for me. But God showed me that, while it might not always be easy or the way I expected, He did in-
deed desire for me to write well and teach others.  

In January I will be interning in Russia where one of my tasks will be helping others improve their English, 
something by which I felt a little intimidated. But though I didn’t realize it for a long time, the interactions I have 
each day in the Writing Center are preparing me for this very task which I felt least 
qualified to complete. Yet again, the limitations I thought I possessed distracted me 
from God’s broader view, where He desires to work through me in ways I lease ex-
pect.  

In the past I would have never imagined that I could work at a Writing 
Center—I still laugh when I look at the unexpected places God has lead me! My time 
at Nyack as an ICS student and a Writing Consultant has been such a blessing as 
God has been preparing me to step into other cultures without limits or expectations. I pray that you who follow Christ 
will, too, experience an increasing understanding of God’s worldview and receive His blessing and direction in ways 
you never imagined possible! 

Here at The Writing Cen-

ter we would like to congratu-

late you, Abby, and wish you 

the very best as you enter the 

next chapter of your life!  We 

have cherished the time you 

spent with us as a Writing 

Consultant, and see such a 

bright future for you. We trust that God will guide your footsteps, 

and we will miss your gentle spirit, your artistic gift, your humble 

attitude, and your helpful nature. Be blessed! 

  Abby’s Thoughts... 

Highlighting 

Art by Abby 

Abby, it has been great to work together 

and I am looking forward to see how you 

will use the skills you have learned and 

honed at the Writing Center in your intern-

ship and in whatever else you decide to do 

in life. Wishing you great joy as you com-

plete this phase of your life! 

~Hannah Shipman 

Abby, I hope that you have fun on 

your future adventures as you 

move on to the next phase in your 

life. I am blessed to have you as a 

friend. Take care deary! 

~ Elizabeth Beers 

A rtistic 

B rave 

I nventive 

G regarious 

A mbitious 

I nspirational 

L oved by God 



The Writing Center seeks to encourage a collaboration of a stu-

dent’s effort with the acceptance of God’s grace in all things.  

Writing and Research Consultants do not write papers for stu-

dents but, instead, act as guides through the writing and research 

process.  Each student is individually evaluated to determine the 

best means of support through which the Consultant may assist in 

the natural development of initial ideas, intermediate work and, 

eventually, a finished product.  Consultants stress the importance 

of this development by promoting successive appointments fol-

lowing the first meeting with a student.  

N.C.W.C. 
Rockland Campus 

Available appointment times 

at ATS Scriptorium: 

Monday: 6:30 p.m.— 9:30 p.m. 

Tuesday: 6:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 11 a.m.—1:00 p.m., 6:00 

p.m.—10:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 6:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 

Feeling undervalued? 
 

We’re hiring!  Stop by The Writing Center for 

an application. It’s a great way to earn some 

extra cash while helping others! 

Available appointment times 

at Bailey Location: 

Monday through Thursday: 

11 a.m.—12 a.m. 

Friday: 

11 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Saturday: 

1 p.m.—5 p.m. 

Closed Sundays 

Undergraduate Assistance: 

Nyack College 

1 South Blvd 

Nyack, NY 10960 

North Campus (above Bailey Library) 

Phone: 845-675-4443 

Extension #7153 *from a campus phone 

only* 

E-mail: thewritingcenter@nyack.edu 

 

Graduate Assistance: 

Alliance Theological Seminary 

350 North Highland Avenue 

Nyack, NY 10960 

Scriptorium (back room of ATS library) 

Phone: 845-675-4433 

Email: TWCGraduateAssitance@nyack.edu 


