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1. Synthesizing Your Idea
A Very Basic Structure

(a) Introduction - Introduce your essay in a creative, memorable 
                                        way that compels your reader to
                                        continue reading. This section can also 
                                        introduce your thesis/ theme.

(b) Thesis - What is your assertion, argument, or position? 
What is your summarizing statement?

                               What will your essay achieve?
What is the trajectory of your essay? 

Thesis Formula:

Topic + Position + Rationale (Why?) + Qualification 
       [Grades + are unnecessary + we learn more w/out them + stifles creativity]

Example thesis:

“Although there may be legitimate need to evaluate students’ work, the 
traditional grading system hinders learning and stifles creativity.”



It is of the utmost importance however, that from the outset, clarity be given 

regarding what this essay is not, lest at some point, the wrong conclusions be made 

regarding the presentation of the facts and arguments herein. Any discussion 

concerning how Christianity emerged from its Jewish roots inherently gives rise to the 

question of how Christianity split from its Jewish roots. While both questions may 

actually represent the two-sided nature of the overall discussion, the purpose of this 

essay is to seek to offer several reasons for how Christianity has emerged, leaving the 

more controversial and less definitive discussion about Christian disassociation from 

Judaism for another occasion. 

2. Methodology

Methodology -  Provides the basic orientation of your essay.
                                   What are your basic assumptions & presuppositions?

Example (Emergence of Christianity from Jewish Roots):



Also, it is vital to identify Acts 1-11 as the primary, though not at all exclusive 

framework and central orientation used in this discussion. This small section of 

scripture serves as a motif, a mere microcosm of Spirit-driven growth and 

expansion. There is a simple but important reason for this particular orientation: I 

am working from the assumption that biblical authority is not based on the mere 

facts of history, but on the “inspired presentation of those facts in the Bible.”[1]  

Accordingly, the arguments tendered here will build upon that inspired 

presentation and subsequent interpretation of historical facts as articulated in Acts 

1-11 pertaining to Christianity’s inception. 



3. Matrix

Matrix - Provides the basic structure for  your discussion.
● What will your essay accomplish?
● What is your basic plan?
● What are your main points of discussion?
● How will you “map out” this essay?

Example:

Thus, using Acts 1-11 as the locus for discussion, this essay will demonstrate 

that Christianity emerged from its Jewish roots for the following reasons: (1) as a 

result of the commissioning found in Acts 1:8, which ultimately extended the 

Gospel beyond its traditional geography and demographic; (2) in correlation to 

the influence of Hellenism on Judaism; (3) because the Apostles and early 

followers of Jesus chose a specific identity for themselves. 



4. Arguments

Argument/s - Your areas of examination or discussion.

                            - Are your points valid given your assumptions? 

     - Are you presenting your analysis clearly & logically?

     - Are your points convincing and firmly supported? 

     - Are you following your Matrix? 



4. Conclusion

Conclusion - Parting remarks to your reader. This is the “so what?”
                              “now what?” part of the essay. 

          -   What are you challenging your reader to do or accept
                              in light of your argument?

          -   What are the implications of your argument?
          -   Why is it important?
          -   What connections are you having readers make?

Example:

Thus, it is evident that Christians must come to terms with Jews and Judaism, whether Messianic or 

otherwise, as ecclesiological discussion advances. This is, in fact, a discussion that all churches must 

have. With a surer understanding that the emergence of Christianity from its Jewish roots is due in large 

part to a divine commissioning, the influence of Hellenism, and specific self-identification of the early 

church, we can more appropriately and more effectively fashion an ecclesiology that is informed by and 

includes Jews and Judaism. Likewise, it can better position non-Jewish believers in Jesus to establish and 

maintain healthy partnerships with their Jewish brethren, thereby promoting an authentic Christ-like 

unity in the body of Christ. 
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