
The Annotated Bibliography
A GUIDE FOR STUDENTS



Differs Based on the Assignment
• Analytical Annotated 

Bibliography - this will be 
the main focus in this 
presentation

• Summative Annotated 
Bibliography - can be 
used for a student’s 
personal use

• Rarely assigned by a 
Professor 
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Defining an Annotated Bibliography

○ List of citations: an annotated bib. is a list with each 

item followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative 

paragraph

○ 150 words: is its average length

○ Purpose: “to inform the reader of the

       relevance, accuracy, and quality of the 

       sources cited” (Cornell)
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Annotations NOT Abstracts

Abstracts

• Students may be tempted to 
simply use abstracts available on 
research databases

• Article abstract: concise 
summary of article content

Annotations

• Descriptive and critical

• Expose the author’s point of 
view, clarity, and 
appropriateness of expression, 
and authority (Cornell)



Content
• Summarize general scope/theme of 

article

• Evaluate authority/background of 
author

• Comment on intended audience

• Compare and contrast with other 
works in the Bibliography

• Critical assessment
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Sample Annotation APA (Cornell University Library)

Waite, L. J., Goldschneider, F. K., & Witsberger, C. (1986). Nonfamily living and the 
erosion of traditional family orientations among young adults. American 
Sociological Review, 51(4), 541-554. Retrieved from [insert web link to article here]

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from 

the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis 

that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, 

moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis 

strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. 

Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, 

self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by 

Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result 

of nonfamily living.



Sample Annotation MLA (Cornell University Library)

Waite, Linda J., Frances Kobrin Goldscheider, and Christina Witsberger. "Nonfamily 
Living  and the Erosion of Traditional Family Orientations Among Young 
Adults." American Sociological Review, vol. 51, no. 4, 1986, pp. 541-554. 

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from 

the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis 

that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, 

moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis 

strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. 

Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, 

self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by 

Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result 

of nonfamily living.



What to Look For:

• Student addresses authority, background and 
biases of the writer

• Student mentions intended audience of the work

Evidence of Critical Analysis

• If there was a research study done, student 
describes concisely how the study was conducted

• Possibly goes into ramifications of research

Descriptive Nature

• Does it expand upon research done in other cited 
sources?

• How does it fit in chronologically?

Comparison/Contrast with other 
sources

• Evidence of Critical Analysis

• Descriptive Nature

• Comparison/Contrast with other 
sources

• [in some cases] Description of how 
the article fits in with the student’s 
larger paper as a whole
• How the work “illuminates” the 

student’s topic


